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THE  PIONEER  AND  THE  HISTORIAN 


"A  people  which  takes  no  pride  in  the 
noble  achievements  of  remote  ancestors  will  never 
achieve  anything  worthy  to  be  remembered  with  pride  by 
remote  descendants*"  --  Lord  Macaulay 

"There  is  a  moral  and  philosophical  respect 
for  our  ancestors  which  elevates  the  character  and  im¬ 
proves  the  heart.  Next  to  the  sense  of  religious  duty 
and  moral  feeling,  I  hardly  know  what  should  bear  with 
stronger  obligation  on  a  liberal  and  enlightened  mind 
than  a  consciousness  of  an  alliance  with  excellence 
which  is  departed  and  a  consciousness  too,  than  in  its' 
act  and  conduct,  and  even  in  the  sentiment  and  thought, 
it  may  be  actively  operating  in  the  happiness  of  those 
who  come  after  it*"  —  Daniel  Webster 

"Tradition  plays  a  very  large  part  in 
shaping  human  destiny.  Much  is ' expected' of  the  man 
whose  forbears  have  been  honest,  upright,  and  courageous 
men  and  women,  and  as  a  rule  he  puts  forth  an  effort  to 
live  up  to  the  traditions  of  his  people." 

TWELVE  VIRGINIA  COUNTIES,  John  H.  Gwathmey 

From  the  GENEALOGY  OF  THE  WILSON- THOMPSON  FAMILY 
ASSOCIATION,  by  John  Wilson 

Preface:  Nothing  in  this  world  is  more  commendable  than 

to  perpetuate  the  good  deeds  of  those  who  have  passed 
away  from  us.  To  know  the  part  they  have  taken  in  the 
nation's  history,  the  sacrifice  they  have  made  of  life 
and  treasure  in  the  building  and  sustaining  of  the  state, 
and  the  cause  of  civilization.  Such  knowledge  of  one's 
forbears  stimulates  to  better  and  greater  work  and 
purer  and  better  lives.  Those  who  have  studied  the 
genealogy  of  families  well  know  that  very  few  families 
are  always  great,  and  that  nearly  all  families  are 
sometimes  great. 
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Excerpt  from  "Daniel  Boone  and  the  Hunters  of  Kentucky" 
by  W.  H.  Bogart.  G..W,  Carle  ton  &  Co.,  N*  Y.,  Pub* 

1879.  PP.  46-47. 

So  early  as  1750,  according  to  some  accounts 
though  by  others  fixed  in  1747,  and  1748,  Dr.  Walker, 
with  a  party  had  attempted  an  exploration  beyond  the 
mountain.  He  crossed  from  Powell’s  Valley  over  to 
Cumberland,  and  traversed  with  rapidity  along  the  north¬ 
eastern  portion  of  Kentucky;  but  his  task  seemed  to  be 
ended  with  the  country  which  borders  on  the  Sandy  River, 
now  one  of  the  frontier  lines  of  Kentucky  and  Virginia. 
This  expedition  seems  by  all  historians  to  have  been 
considered  a  failure.'  It  must  have  been  so,  for  the 
results  were  trifling,  leaving  no  monument  in  history, 
and  valuable  only,  it  may  be,  in  fixing  the  fact  in  the 
intercourse  of  the  people,  that  the  mountain  barrier 
could  be  overcome.  Had  he  possessed  the  vigor  of  the 
famous  men  who  had  directed  their  zeal  to  the  southwest, 
his  name  would  have  been  of  record,  as  that  of  him  who 
had  been  worthy  of  companionship  with  DeSoto  and  LaSalle 
and  Marquette.  Those  who  contend  that  Dr.  Walker  made 
his  visit  in  1747,  say  that  he  visited  the  eastern  and 
south-eastern  portions  of  Kentucky.  The  truth  is 
scarcely  worth  the  labor  of  excavation  from  the  mass  of 
conjecture,  since  he  does  not  seem  to  have  looked  upon 
what  was  around  him  as  worthy  of  the  record,  which  he 
certainly  ought  to  have  given  it. 

This  is  but  one  of  the  many  instances , which 
to  the  reader  of  history,  become  so  painfully  apparent, 
that  those  who  are  by  circumstances  placed  in  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  all  others  best  to  give  to  the  world  the  true 
causes  of  a  nation's  formation,  either  are  incapable  of 
the  duty,  or  neglectful,  or  careless  of  it.  When  they 
and  their  knowledge  are  forever  passed  away,  posterity 
becomes  painfully  cognizant  of  the  great  loss  their 
absence  has  occasioned. 

p.  50.  It  is  of  the  things  most  to  be  regretted, 

by  all  who  examine  the  records  of  events  with  a  view  to 
the  portraiture  of  history,  that  so  few  of  the  great 
actors  in  the  stirring  events  of  life,  prepare  their 
own  relation  of  the  scenes  themselves  have  moulded  or 
or  witnessed.  Under  all  the  prejudices,  and  not  with¬ 
standing  the  general  self-laudation  and  the  special 
pleading  with  which  such  statements  would  be  written, 
they  would  yet  be  invaluable,  for  we  should  often  ar¬ 
rive  at  the  precision  of  facts,  and  know  the  story 
of  the  life  as  it  really  was. 
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A  father  lives  after  death  in  his  son. 

—  Sanscrit 

Therefore,  when  we  build,  let  us  think  that  we  build 
forever.  Let  it  not  be  for  the  present  use  alone. 

Let  it  be  such  work  as  our  descendants  will  thank  us 
for,  and  let  us  think  as  we  lay  stone  on  stone,  that 
a  time  is  to  come  when  those  stones  will  be  held 
sacred  because  our  hands  have  touched  them  and  that 
men  will  say  as  they  look  upon  the  labor  and  the 
wrought  substance  of  them,  "See,  this  our  fathers 
did  for  us.  " 

—  John  Luskin 

My  father  was  a  farmer, 

A  strong,  good  man. 

Straight  were  the  rows 
Where  his  sharp  plow  ran. 

Straight  were  the  thoughts 
In  his  unschooled  head, 

And  straight  out  of  Scripture 
The  life  he  led. 

Gnarled  were  his  fingers 
From  lifelong  toil, 

But  mellow  his  heart 
That  loved  the  soil. 

Close  after  God 

In  his  soul  came  labor, 

And  an  equal  feeling 
For  every  neighbor. 

My  father  was  a  farmer 
Who  knew  the  worth 
Of  kinship  with 
The  planted  earth. 

—  S.  Omar  Barker,  in 
The  Country  Gentleman 
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PREFACE  AND  APOLOGY 


The  data  in  this  brochure  has  been 
collected  through  many  years,  from  many  places  and 
authorities*  It  has  been  deemed  wise  to  connect 
scattered  items  into  as  connected  a  story  as  possi¬ 
ble  for  present  and  future  generations  who  may 
otherwise  be  unable  ever  to  obtain  much  of  what  is 
here  recorded. 

/  •  * 

There  are,  of  necessity,  many  omissions, 
especially  in  the  more  recent  families,  and  perhaps 
some  errors.  A  fuller  handling  in  some  instances 
was  impossible  as  requests  for' information  brought 
little  data,  or  in  a  few  cases,  it  came  too  late 
to  be  included. 

Further  research  in  Illinois,  Iowa, 
and  other  mid-west  states  would  without  question 
yield  information. 

This  book  is  sent  in  the  hope  it  may 
furnish  inspiration  to  members  of  the  family, 
present  and  yet  to  be,  and  that  historians  study¬ 
ing  the  pioneer  movement,  may  have  further  insight 
as  to  how  the  lure  of  the  West  led  ever  to  the 
Pacific • 


Sincerely  yours, 


Gertrude  Metier  Wolfram 
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MAITLAND  FAMILY  RECORDS 


The  importance  of  family  records  was  first 
brought  to  my  attention  in  1901,  when  my  father,  David  E, 
Metlen,  took  me  with  him  from  our  home  at  Dillon,  Montana, 
to  visit  my  Uncle,  Father's  brother,  Alexander  Thompson 
Metlen,  who  owned  a  small  farm  just  outside  of  Decatur, 
Illinois,  showing  me  many  things  of  interest,  antique  furn¬ 
iture,  old  family  a  rticles . 

The  most  important  of  the  latter  were  two  family 
Bibles «  These  my  Uncle  handled  with  utmost  care  and  aroused 
in  me  a  ceep  feeling  of  reverence.  The  Bibles  had  belonged 
to  his  mother,  Elizabeth  Custer  Mettlen,  and  to  his  grand¬ 
mother,  Martha  Thomson  Mettlen.  They  had  been  brought  in 
pioneer  wagons  from  far  distant  Pennsylvania,  first  from 
Lew  Britain  in  Bucks  County  to  Juniata  and  Mifflin  Counties, 
and  from  there  to  Macon  County,  Illinois. 

The  family  Bible  in  my  own  home  was  larger  and 
finer,  but  the  records  Uncle  Alex  laid  before  me  made  the 
old  Bibles  sacred  and  important.  With  great  care  I  made  a 
copy  of  the  records  and  carried  them  home  to  be  laid  in  my 
mother's  Bible,  There  they  reposed  for  many  years  until 
my  sister  and  my  niece  began  to  wonder  if  by  chance  they 
could  find  trace  of  a  Revolutionary  ancestor  under  whose 
record  they  might  become  members  of  the  D.A.R.  They  were 
unaware  of  the  source  of  the  records  when  they  recopied 
them  and  sent  them  to  me  in  New  Jersey  in  the  hope  I  would 
do  the  research  necessary  to  discover  the  identity  of  the 
xvan  t  e  d  ancestor. 


As  I  had  a  family  of  small  children,  I  was  un¬ 
able  to  comply  with  the  request  for  several  years.  Then  one 
day  I  discovered  the  Gensaiogy  Room  at  the  City  Library  of 
New  York  City.  I  could  find  little  of  pertinent  informa¬ 
tion  there,  but  did  learn  about  the  Pennsylvania  Archives 
and  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society  at  Philadelphia. 

There  I  discovered  the  record  of  the  marriage 
of  my  great-grandfather  to  Martha  Thomson  (not  Thompson), 
at‘ the  Third  Presbyterian  Church  of  Philadelphia  on  October 
10,  1788. 

(Pennsylvania  Archives  -  Second  Series,  Vol. 

IX.  p.  537). 

With  this  discovery  I  embarked  on  a  long  and 
persistent  search  which  has  turned  up  not  only  one,  but  three 
Revolutionary  ancestors,  and  unfolded  the  family  history 
in  one  of  the  related  lines  back  to  the  first  immigrant  an¬ 
cestor  and  listed  many  members  of  the  family  descended  from 
Samuel  and  Martha  Mettlen.  There  is  much  more  that  may  be 
done  by  an  interested  researched  -  clues  to  be  followed,  data 
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listed  and  related,  to  complete,  if  it  is  ever  possible  to 
complete  a  family  genealogy. 

The  family  had  not  many  wealthy  or  highly  nota¬ 
ble  figures  but  it  has  produced  upstanding  men  and  i^omen, 
honorable,  honest,  and  industrious.  Though  most  of  them  were 
farmers,  they  were  inbred  with  the  pioneer  spirit,  and  be¬ 
fore  roots  went  down  very  deep,  each  successive  generation 
moved  westward,  until  they  finally  reached  the  Pacific. 


-10- 


:• !  - 


THE  FAMILY  NAME 


The  family  name  was  originally  MAITLAND.  Al¬ 
though  the  first  immigrant  ancestors  are  not  known,  there 
is  a  family  tradition  that  the  family  belonged  to  the  clan 
of  the  Bruce  in  Scotland.  It  is  said  that  three  sons  ran 
away  from  a  stern  Scottish  father  and  came  to  America,  chang¬ 
ing  the  name  to  escape  detection.  There  is,  or  was,  in  the 
possession  of  one  branch  of  the  family  an  old  plate  which 
bore  the  picture  of  an  ancient  castle  thought  to  have  been 
the  early  Scottish  home. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  name  MAITLAND  was  used 
by  the  earliest  members  and  at  times  by  later  generations, 
some  of  whom  shifted  from  Maitland  to  Mettlen,  or  to  one  of 
the  other  spellings  which  were  derived.  Some  of  these  chang¬ 
es  may  have  been  purposely  adopted,  'but  it  is  the  more  likely 
that  the  use  of  others  was  due  to  the  inability  of  many 
people  to  spell  either  their  own  names  or  those  of  others. 

As  a  result  we  find  the  following  forms;  Maitland,  Mettlen, 
Mettlin,  Metlin,  Metlen,  Met  land,  Matland,  Matlam,  Mat  Hand, 
and  Macklin.  Even  in  the  same  deeds  or  wills  several 
spellings  are  sometimes  to  be  found. 

There  were  a  number  of  Mettlen  families  in  Bucks 
County  and  others  in  Chester  County  in  a  very  early  day.  The 
Census  of  1790  -  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  shows  the  following  heads 
of  families: 


Samuel  Metlam 
Alexander  Metlam 
Patrick  Metlam 
Joseph  Metlam 


1-2-1 

2-2-4 

1-3-5 

1-0-1 


The  Census  of  1800  records  the  following  heads 
of  families  in  Brandywine  Township,  Chester  County,  Pa.: 


Samuel  Metlin 
William  Metlen 
Thomas  Metlen 
Patrick  Metlen 


6  souls 
5  souls 
5  souls 

7  souls 


and  in  Bucks  Co.,  Pa., 

Alexander  Metlin 


9  souls . 


The  U.  S.  Census  of  1810  -  Chester  County,  Pa., 
records  as  follows: 


Joseph  Matiland 
Alexander  Matiland 
Thomas  Matiland 
Joseph  Matiland 
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During  the  years  between  the  middle  of  the  18th 
Century  and  the  middle  of  the  19th  Century,  the  various 
forms  of  the  Mettlen  name  appear  in  deeds,  wills,  and  other 
documents  in  Chester  County,  Bucks  County,  and  a  few  in 
Philadelphia  County.  Brandywine  Township  and  several  others 
in  Chester  County  seem  to:  have  beai  a  kind  of  center  for  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family.  There  was  constant  interchange  and  vis¬ 
itation  between  those  in  Bucks  County  and  those  in  Chester 
County.  It  may  be  that  some  of  the  families  owned  lands, 
even  homes  in  each  county. 

Samuel  Mettlen  lived  at  New  Britain  in  Bucks 
County,  and  his  second  and  third  children  were  born  there, 
but  the  three  youngest  were  born  at  Brandywine,  even  though 
the  family  returned  to  Bucks  County  between  times. 

Another  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  family 
lines  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  same  given  names  were  used 
in  every  branch  of  the  family,  so  that  there  were  several 
persons  bearing  each  of  the  following  names:  Thomas,  Alex¬ 
ander,  Samuel,  William,  Joseph,  John,  etc.,  for  boys,  and 
Margaret,  Sarah,  and  Elizabeth  for  girls.  There  were  other 
Maitland  families  located  in  Chester  County  with  whom  there 
is  no  known  relationship,  but  a  careful  comparison  of  dates, 
locations,  wills,  deeds,  and  known  facts  have  made  it  possi¬ 
ble  to  obtain  a  roster  of  the  family  that  we  believe  to  be 
fairly  accurate  as  far  as  it  goes.  There  are  a  number  of 
individuals  who  no  doubt  were  related,  but  of  whom  there  is 
no  connecting  data  of  any  kind  apart  from  the  names.  Among 
these  may  be  mentioned  Amos  Mettlen,  Anthony  Mettlen,  and 
more  than  one  Thomas  Mettlen. 
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ROBERT  METLIN  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire 

The  very  earliest  appearance  of  the  name  was  in 
New  Hampshire.  At  Portsmouth  there  lived  one,  ROBERT  METLIN, 
also  spelled  Macklin,  Macklan,  Metlan,  Matlin,  though  more 
often  Metlin.  Conditions  named  in  the  deeds  and  other  papers 
in  which  he  is  named,  indicate  that  the  reference  is  to  the 
same  individual.  Robert  Metlin  removed  in  his  last  years  to 
Wakefield  where  he  died  in  1799  at  the  age  of  115  years 
which  would  have  mads  his  birth  year  1684.  It  was  said  he 
came  from  Scotland.  His  wife  was  ANTI,  as  shown  by  the  deeds 
of  property  they  sold. 

Robert  Metlin  was  famous  as  a  pedestrian.  He 
was  a  baker  by  trade,  and  once  or  twice  a  year  walked  from 
Portsmouth  to  Boston  to  purchase  flour  and  supplies,  a  dis¬ 
tance  in  those  days  of  66  miles.  He  performed  the  journey  in 
one  day,  took  a  day  for  his  purchasing,  and  walked  home  the 
third  day.  The  last  time  he  did  this  he  was  eighty  (80) 
years  of  age. 


Records  at  Portsmouth  also  mention  Thomas  Metlin 
and  Samuel  Metlin,  but  I'/hether  related  to  Robert  as  brothers, 
sons,  or  otherwise  has  not  been  determined. 

The  historical  society  of  Portsmouth  placed  a 
stone  marker  at  Robert's  grave,  naming  him  on  it  as  Robert 
Macklin.  There  is  nothing  so  far  discovered  in  any  records 
to  connect  Robert  Metlin  with  the  family  of  the  same  name 
in  Pennsylvania,  but  the  similarity  of  names,  both  family 
and  given  names,  suggest  a  possible  connection. 

Annals  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  1728  Nathaniel  Adams 

Brewster's  RAMBLES  ABOUT  PORTSMOUTH.  Ramble  LXXIII  -  p.  336 
and  p.  338 

Ramble  X  New  edition  p.  62 

New  Hampshire  Antiquarian  Society  Publication  -  p.  64 
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THE  MAITLAND  FARM 


From  an  early  date  the  Malt lands  (Metlins)  held 
tenancy  of  a  farm  at  New  Sritain,  near  Doylestown,  in  Bucks 
County,  Pa,,  which  though  they  did  not  own  it  came,  because 
of  the  long  tenancy,  to  be  known  as  the  Maitland  Farm,  Just 
when  Alexander  Maitland  and  possibly  his  father,  took  tenancy 
has  not  been  ascertained.  Samuel,  his  son  was  born  there 
February  1 6,  1763,  but  it  is  very  probable  that  Alexander  was 
located  there  long  before. 

Among  the  papers  on  file  at  the  Montgomery 
County  Historical  Society  at  Norristown,  Pa.,  is  EDWARD 
MATTHEW'S  SCRAPBOOK,  a  collection  of  newspaper  clippings. 

The  accompanying  excerpt  was  copied  from  the  descriptive  in¬ 
troduction  to  the  Scrapbook,  and  from  one  of  the  clippings 
it  contained,  which  describes  the  lands  once  tenanted  by  the 
Maitlands  during  a  considerable  part  of  the  Eighteenth  Century. 

(  Mr.  Matthews  went  about  with  a  knapsack  on 
his  shoulders  visiting  at  every  farmhouse  and  inquiring  about 
the  history  of  the  various  farms  and  places  of  interest.  Fam¬ 
ilies  ransacked  their  attics  and  brought  out  old  papers  and 
letters  for  him  to  read.  He  became  known  as  the  Itinerant 
Historian.  His  stories  were  printed  in  several  different 
papers,  and  from  these  clippings  his  scrapbook  was  developed. 
Unfortunately  he  failed  to  keep  the  names  of  the  various  pa¬ 
pers  or  the  dates  on  the  clippings.) 

The  Former  Maitland  Lands,  the  Farm  of  Henry 
Clymer  of  New  Britain,  Pa. 

' These  lands  cover  the  Northeast  incline  of 
Geron  Hill,  bordering  the  Ferry  and  Doylestown  Roads,  The 
slope  of  the  hill  becomes  quite  gentle  toward  the  valley  of 
the  north  branch,  but  retains  its  steepness  on  the  southeast 
side  into  Doylestown  Township.  This  section  of  New  Britain 
was  part  of  the  2850  acres  temporarily  held  by  John  Sotcher, 
the  servant  of  William  Penn,  and  which  were  sold  by  him  in 
1721  to  Joseph  Kirkbride.  Thence  it  was  conveyed  by  will  to 
John  Kirkbride  and  finally  in  1744,  200  acres  were  sold  to 
Robert  Barnhill.  This  indicates  settlement  and  improvement 
here  lagged  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  behind  some  of  the 
valley  lands  of  the  township.  (The  boundaries  were:  Be¬ 
ginning  at  a  heap  of  stones  by  land  of  William  Wells  then  by 
same  southeast  150  perches;  thence  by  marked  trees  southwest 
150  perches;  thence  South  East  22?  perches  to  the  beginning.) 

This  piece  extended  not  quite  half  a  mile  along 
the  Ferry  Road,  but  ran  back  nearly  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
toward  the  north  branch.  For  this  land,  then  unimproved,  the 
purchaser,  Barnhill,  paid  150  Pounds.  It  is  supposed  that 
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here  the  Barnhill  family  lived  and  made  the  first  improve¬ 
ments  soon  after  1734.  Robert  Barnhill  and  his  sons  were  of 
a  speculative  turn  of  mind  and  held  various  properties  in  New 
Britain  and  some  in  Warrington,  for  brief  periods.  Their 
ownership  of  this  place  was  for  eighteen  years  or  from  1744 
to  1762.  In  1761  Robert  Barnhill  conveyed  this  New  Britain 
Farm  to  his  son  John,  then  of  Warrington.  The  next  year  the 
latter  sold  to  Abraham  Tucker  nearly  half  of  it,  or  100  acres 
whilst  the  other  112  acres,  comprising  the  upper  part,  were 
sold  to  David  Pugh.  The  deed  of  1762  was  witnessed  by  John 
Craig  before  Richard  Walker,  a  Warrington  Justice. 

Although  purchased  by  Tucker  in  1762  it  was 
designed  not  to  remain  his  property.  He  was  obliged  to 
borrow  money  from  a  Philadelphia  woman  named  Mary  Maddox, 
and  to  her  he  gave  a  mortgage.  This  mortgage  was  never  sat¬ 
isfied,  so  Mary  Maddox  received  the  property  by  foreclosure 
of  the ’ mortgage .  She  was  the  owner  during  the  Revolutionary 
Period,  but  it  is  not  known  that  she  ever  lived  there.  In¬ 
deed  the  property  was  in  the  tenure  of  ALEXANDER  MAITLAND 
FOR  MANY  YEA.RS.  The  Ms.it lands  were  of  Scotch  Presbyterian 
stock  and  quite  early  settlers  of  Bucks  County.  The  family 
were  members  of  the  Deep  Run  Presbyterian  Church.  Patrick 
Maitland,  Jr.,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  1777.  He  lived 
in  New  Britain.  Our  ancestors  were  careless  of  their  spell¬ 
ing  and  were  apt  to  spell  proper  names  as  pronounced,  so 
Maitland  into  "Metlen 11  and  is  often  so  spelled.  A  Patrick 
Maitland  lived  in  Bedminster  and  was  a  brave  soldier  of  the 
Revolution  and  was  one  of  the  party  who  captured  Moses  Doan 
in  Plumstead  in  1763. 

Mary  Maddox  made  her  will  March  9,  1781  and 
died  in  Somerset  County,  New  Jersey.  Her  great  granddaughter 
Dinah  Hardenberg,  also  of  Somerset  County  was  her  heir. 
Twenty  years  later  in  1801,  this  Dinah  Hardenberg  sold  the 
100  acres  to  Alexander  Maitland  Junior,  and  his  brother  John. 
The  inference  is  that  the  family  had  been  continuous  resi¬ 
dents  here  for  thirty  or  forty  years.  In  the  list  of  Asso- 
ciators  of  1778  we  find  the  name  transformed  to  "Maquelin." 
The  price  paid  by  the  brothers  in  1801  was  01733* 

The  Maitlands  stayed  here  but  a  little  while 
after  their  purchase.  In  1802  John  Maitland  sold  his  half 
or  50  acres,  comprising  the  northeast  side  to  Thomas  Stewart 
In  I806  his  brother  Alexander  followed  his  example  and  also 
sold  to  Stewart  the  remaining  fifty  acres. 

Thomas  Stewart  was  the  owner  for  a  generation. 
His  will  was  made  in  December  1837,  but  his  executors  did 
not  sell  this  property  until  1846,  These  executors  were 
Dr,  Josaiah  Stewart,  one  of  his  sons,  Henry  Chapman,  a  son-' 
in-law  of  Hugh  Meredith  of  Buckingham,  having  married  his 
daughter  Esther.  Clymer,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
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kept  the  Lahask-a  toll  gate  for  many  years  arid  where  he  died 

in* 1886. 


The  old  Clymer  homestead  and  the  site  of  the  former  resi¬ 
dence  of  the  Barnhills  and  the  Maitlands  of  the  last  century 
was  sold  by  Henry  Clymer  to  John  Shupe  in  1854,  with  the  20 
acres  attached. 


At  the  junction  of  the  Ferry  and  Doyles  town 
Fioads,  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  old  Maitland  property, 
a  public  school  house  stood  for  a  long  period,  but  now  de¬ 
molished.  From  its  shape  it  was  always  called  the  "Eight 
Square".  Its  situation  on  the  line  of  the  two  townships  of 
Doylestown  and  New  Britain  rendered  it  inconvenient  and  what 
was  known  as  "Stroud's  School  House",  a  mile  westward,  sup¬ 
plied  its  place.  The  old  farmhouse  at  the  original  homestead 
seems  to  have  been  built  in  several  portions  and  a  very  con¬ 
venient  ancient  spring  house  stands  near  the  highway  a  100 
yards  north  from  the  dwelling.  ...  On  the  northwest  side 
of  the  Matiland  lands  was  another  plantation  of  similar  size 
and  which  was  the  upper  half  of  the  original  holding  . 

(There  was  more  of  this  clipping,  but  as  it  did  not  seem 
pertinent  to  our  problem  we  did  not  copy  all  of  it). 
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THE  NUMERICAL  INDEX  SYSTEM 


The  general  plan  of  arrangement  with  the 
system  of  index  numbers  employed  is  the  system  described 
by  Professor  Henry  S.  Jacoby  in  the  Magazine  of  American' 
Genealogy,  April  1930,  with  certain  modifications.  .'Thus, 
where  there  are  more  than  nine  children  in  a  family,  a 
Roman  x  is  employed  to  designate  the  tenth  child,  and  a, 
b,c,  for  the  eleventh, twelfth,  and  thirteenth,  and  so 
on,  to  avoid  the  use  of  double  digits  and  the  consequent 
break  in  the  vertical  alignment  of  the  text. 

4 

The  first  known  ancestor  is  1,  his  children 
11,  12,  etc.;  in  chronological  order.  The  children  of 
the  third  generation  are  211,  212,  or  311,  312,  etc. 

Each  succeeding  generation  will  carry  an  additional  fig¬ 
ure.  No  number  is  duplicated;  it  will  belong  exclusive¬ 
ly  to  its  designated  owner,  and  will  reveal  his  exact  re¬ 
lationship  to  all  preceeding  generations. 

The  relationship  of  any  two  persons  may  be 
found  by  comparing  their  numbers.  Those  having  three 
numbers  are  first  cousins;  four  figures  indicate  second 
cousins;  and  five  figures  indicate  third  cousins.  The 
order  of  numbers  1.2. 3. A.  etc.  indicates  the  order  of 
birth. 


Small  Roman  numerals  in  parentheses  indi¬ 
cate  the  number  of  children  born  to  the  couple  named 
just  before. 

b.  means  born', 

d.  means  died,  or  dead. 

B.  means  buried  in  or  at. 

ca.  means  about, 

m.  means  married. 

d.y.  or  d.  inf.  means  died  young  or 
died  in  infancy, 
d.  unm_.  means  died  unmarried, 
unm.  means  unmarried. 
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ALEXANDER  MAITLAND  OF  NEW  BRITAIN  TOWNSHIP,  BUCKS  CO.,  PA. 


Edward  Matthews1  SCRAPBOOK  indicates  that 
Alexander  Maitland  held  long  tenure  of  the  old  farm  in  New 
Britain,  but  gives  no  dates.  Bucks  County  Will  Book  3,  P* 

133  shows  that  Alex  Metlen  and  Agnes  Metlen  witnessed  the 
will  of  Samuel  Jones,  Sr.,  of  Plumstead,  Pa.,  on  October  28, 

1765- 

Samuel  Mettlen,  his  son,  was  born  at  New  Britain, 
February  l6,  1763.  The  estate  of  Alexander  Metland  was 
taxed  in  New  Britain  Township,  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  in  1783; 
that  of  Alexander  Metlin,  in  1786,  and  of  Alexander  Metlan 
in  1787.  The  differences  in  spelling  are  to  be  accounted  for 
in  the  fact  that  names  were  spelled  by  sound  rather  than  by 
accepted  spellings.  (Pa.  Archives  3rd  Series,  Vol.  XIII 
p.  35^i  667,  771).  This  Alexander  did  not  own  property  in 
Bucks  County,  and  there  was  accordingly  no  will. 

The  issue  of  April  16,  1799  contained  the  fol¬ 
lowing  notice,  "Alexander  Metlin  died  last  night,"  Some¬ 
what  confusing  in  the  light  of  this  date  we  find  Alexander 
Metlin  listed  in  the  Census  of  1800  with  nine  souls  in  the 
family.  It  is  possible  that  the  census  taking  ran  over  a 
long  spread  of  time,  so  that  Alexander  Metlen  was  included. 

No  other  man  of  the  name  has  been  found  in  Bucks  County  ex¬ 
cept  his  son,  Alexander,  Jr.  Alexander,  Jr.,  was  known  in 
Bucks  County  under  the  spelling  Metlin  and  some  other  forms, 
but  in  later  years  in  Chester  County  where  he  made  his  home 
and  where  his  interests  chiefly  lay,  he  followed  the  form 
Maitland.  He  was  married  to  Rebecca  Neely  of  Chester  County, 
on  March  13,  1806,  the  marriage  taking  place  in  Bucks  County. 

We  do  not  have  a  proper  list  of  the  children  of 
Alexander  Maitlland.  We  know  that  Samuel,  William,  John,  and 
Alexander  were  brothers.  It  is  likely  that  Joseph  and  Thomas 
both  of  whom  were  soldiers  in  the  American  Revolution  were 
also  brothers  of  the  other  four.  There  were  several  Mettpen 
girls  whose  marriages  were  recorded  in  Bucks  County,  but  so 
far  as  my  records  go,  we  know  nothing  of  their  relationships. 
It  seems  likely  that  some  of  them  were  sisters  of  the  broth¬ 
ers  listed, and  daughters  of  Alexander.  Others  may  have  been 
daughters  of  William  whose  home  for  a  time  was  at  Hilltop, 
Plumstead,  or  perhaps  Bedminster. 

It  seems  likely  that  John  was  one  of  the  elder 
sons.  He  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  is  mentioned  at 
different  times  in  the  records  as  a  surveyor,  and  in  other 
occupations.'  He  is  sometimes  mentioned  as  a  resident  of 
Bucks  County,  but  was  more  closely  associated  with  affairs 
in  Chester  County.  John  and  his  brother  Alexander,  Jr., 
Married  sisters,  daughters  of  William  Neely,  Margaret  and 
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Rebecca,  respectively.  The  two  were  often  shown  in  deals  to¬ 
gether,  buying  and  selling  property.  John  often  used  the 
spoiling."  Mat  land  or  Met  land,  while  his  brother  held  to 
Maitland* 

In  company  with  his  father-in-law  John  purchased 
an  Inn  in  Brandywine  Township,  Chester  County.  Later 
Alexander  purchased  the  father-in-law’s  share,  and  the  two 
operated  together  for  a  time,  when  John  sold  his  right  to 
Alexander,  who  in  turn  seems  to  have  disposed  of  it.  Alexander 
seems  to  have  had  a.  better  education  than  the  other  members 
of  his  family.  He  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
Brandewine  and  other  nearby  Townships.  He  wrote  a  book  under 
the  title  THE  POLITICAL  INSTRUCTOR  AND  GUIDE  TO  KNOWLEDGE, 
being  a  compendium  of  Political  Information.  Designed  for 
the  use  of  schools.  Printed  by  William  Brown  for  the  author. 
1833*  This  book  was  published  by  subscription,  and  a  list 
of  the  names  of  subscribers  was  appended  and  numbered  about 
a  thousand.  It  was  said  to  have  been  an  excellent  book  for 
the  time, 

(History  of  Chester  County  by  Futhey  and  Cope  1881  Phila¬ 
delphia:  Louis  H.  Everts  Press  of  J.  B.  Lipoincotts  &  Co, 
Phila.) 

Alexander  and  Rebecca  Maitland  had  a  family,  but 
I  have  the  name  of  only  one.  A  baptismal  record  states  that 
"James  Madison  son  of  Alexander  and  Rebecca  Maitland  was 
baptised  June  12,  I815."  John  Cunningham  in  his  will  Jan. 

29,  1813  left  a  bequest  to  Hannah  Cunningham  Maitland, 
daughter  of  Alexander  Maitland,  thus  indicating  that  there 
was  at  least  one  son  of  marriageable  age  only  two  years  before 
the  infant  was  baptised,  unless  perchance  the  son  was  not 
baptised  as  an  infant. 

Alexander  Maitland  died  Nov.  12,  1849  in  his '72 
year,  which  would  make  his  blrthyear  about  1777.  Rebecca, 
his  wife,  died  March  1,  1842  in  her  67  year.  Both  were  bur¬ 
ied  at  Brandywine  Manor  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  1801,  Alexander  Jr.  and  his  brother  John 
together  purchased  the  old  farm  on  which  the  family  had  re¬ 
sided  for  so  many  years.  Just  what  their  purpose  was  we  do 
not  know,  but  the  rest  of  the  family  were  beginning  to  look 
westward,  and  we  find  them  located  by  1806  in  Mefflin  County 
near  the  boundary  of  what  was  soon  to  be  separated  as  Juniata 
County.  Samuel’s  entire  family,  and  that  of  William,  to¬ 
gether  with  several  families  who  had  resided  near  by,  made 
this  move.  It  is  interesting  that  a  family  of  Rife's  was  one 
of  the  number.  Later  when  members  of’ Samuel's  family  went  on 
to  Illinois  and  ultimately  to  Montana,  Rife's  went  along  and 
settled  close  together.  Alexander  and  John  soon  resold  the 
farm  and  almost  all  trace  of  Mettlens  was  lost  to  Bucks  Coun¬ 
ty,  Pa. 
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THE  PATRICK  MAITLANDS 


Several  generations  of  Maitland  closely  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  family  of  Alexander  Maitland  bore  the 
name  PATRICK  MAITLAND,  the  last  name  taking  on  the  various 
spellings  used  by  other  members  of  the  family.  The  ' 
Patrick  Metlens  lived  in  Bucks  County  at  New  Britain, 
Bedminster,  Hilltop,  places  all  near  to  Doylestown  and 
near  to  each  other*  They  were  found  also  in  Chester  County 
in  Brandywine  and  other  nearby  townships* 

One,  Patrick  Maitland,  Jr.,  fought  during  the 
Revolution  in  the  same  companies  as  Thomas  and  Joseph 
Maitland.  It  is  sometimes  assumed  that  the  Revolutionary 
soldier  was  either  a  son  or  a  brother  to  the  first 
Alexander  Maitland  of  New  Britain,  but  without  satisfactory 
documentary  proof, 

Patrick  (Metlen)  Maitland,  Jr.  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance  in  17?7.  In  1783,  the  records.',  s  tate  that  he 
lived  at  Bedminster,  and  was  a  brave  soldier,  one  of  his 
exploits  being  a  part  in  the  capture  of  Moses  Doan  near 
Plumstead,  Pa.  It  may  be  assumed  that  this  was  the  same 
Patrick  who  is  listed  in  the  U.S.  Census  of  1790  with  a 
wife  and  seven  children.  In  Feb.  22,  1793  Patrick  Mettlen 
obtained  a  warrant  for  one  hundred  acres  in  Northumberland 
County,  which  may  have  been  a  grant  out  of  consideration 
for  military  service. 

The  will  of  Mary  Thomas  dated  June  22,  1781 
leaves  a  bequest  to  her  daughter  Sarah,  wife  of  Patrick 
Mettlin.  This  will  was  probated  May  21,  1793*  In  1803  we 
find  in  a  deed  in  Chester  County  by  William  Mendenhall, 
mention  is  made  of  Patrick  Mettlen  and  Martha,  his  wife 
who  was  elsewhere  shown  as  the  daughter  of  Griffin 
Mendenhall.  Whe the r  Martha  Mendenhall  Mettlen  died  so 
that  Patrick  remarried,  or  if  there  were  another  Patrick, 
we  find  a  Patrick  Metlen  with  wife  Ann,  daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Susanna  Spackman.  The  latter  with  her  husband  signed 
deeds  in  Chester  County  in  1810,  and  received  from  her 
father  in  a  will  dated  1818,  the  sum  of  $625 « 

Thus  there  appear  to  have  been  three  or  four 
individuals  bearing  the  name  Patrick  Maitland  or  Mettlen, 
etc.  The  family  of  Alexander  Maitland  of  New  Britain  was 
Scotch  Presbyterian  stock  and  strongly  Protestant,  A  num¬ 
ber  of  them  were  members  of  the  Deep  Run  Presbyterian 
Church.  It  was  hoped  that  the  records  of  that  group  would 
provide  further  information,  but  though  careful  search  has 
been  made,  those  records  have  not  been  found. 

The  Patrick  Mettlen’ s,  however,  appear  to 
have  been  Roman  Catholic.  One  Patrick  Metlen  lies  in  St, 
Michael's  Roman  Catholic  Cemetery,  Philadelphia.  His ' 
tombstone  bears  the  date  of  his  death,  Octo.  18,  1845,  at 
the  age  of  40  years. 


' 
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SAMUEL  AITD  MARTHA  METTLEM 


Records  at  the  Third  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  show  that  Samuel  Mettlen  and  Martha 
Thomson  (not  Thompson)  were  married  on  October  30,  1788, 
probably  by  the  then  Pastor,  Rev.  George  Duffield. 

Martha  Thomson  was  born  in  Ireland,  October 
8,  1761.  We  have  found  no  record  of  her  arrival  in  the 
United  States,  and  as  we  do  not  know  the  names  of  her 
parents,  we  are  unacquainted  with  their  arrival  if  indeed 
they  came.  There  are  numerous  Thomson's  mentioned  in 
the  records  of  Philadelphia  who  could  easily  be  a  family< 
with  which  she  was  connected  and  further  research  of 
Ships,  Immigrant  entries,  together  with  possible  wills 
and  deeds  might  clear  up  the  matter.  There  are  Thomson's 
buried  at  Third  Presbyterian  Church  who  might  possibly 
have  some  connection  not  yet  determined. 

Martha  Mettlen  was  greatly  beloved  by  her 
own  children,  and  those  of  her  grandchildren  who  knew  her 
held  her  in  high  esteem  and  love.  She  was  noted  for  her 
kindly  ministrations  to  the  sick  and  needy,  and  in  at 
least  one  instance  was  the  recipient  of  a  bequest,  -  in 
the  will  of  a  widow  of  Bucks  County,  Elizabeth  Johnson. 

Samuel  Mettlen  w as  born  in  New  Britain  Town¬ 
ship,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa.,  on  February  16,  1763.  He  remained 
there  until  after  the  death  of  his  father  in  1799  and 
the  birth  of  his  brood  of  seven,  one  daughter  and  six 
sons.  He  then,  accompanied  by  bis  entire  family  and  by 
his  brother  William  and  his ' family  and  by  several  other 
families  who  were  neighbors,  moved  in  1806  to  Mifflin 
County. 


The  new  home  was  close  to  Paterson's  Ferry 
and  as  the  sons  came  to  adulthood  and  were  married  they 
established  homes  close  to  their  father,  some  in  Mifflin 
and  others  southward  in  the  new  County  of  Juniata. 

Samuel  Mettlen  was  a  substantial  member  of 
his  adopted  community,  commanding  the  respect  and  com¬ 
mendation  of  his  neighbors,  and  gaining  favorable 
comment  from  the  historians  who  compiled  the  HISTORY  OF 
SUSQUEHANNA  AND  JUNIATA  VALLEY,  PA.*  (See  Samuel  Metlin, 
Vol.  2,  p.  807).  His  will  dated  March  26,  1838  and  re¬ 
corded  September  10,  1838  is  recorded  at  Mifflin  County 
Courthouse.  It  names  his  children.  After  the  death  of 
her  husband,  Martha  Mettlen  lived  with  her  youngest  son, 
Joseph  Mettlen,  and  later  moved  with  him  to  Birmingham 
in  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  where  she  died  October  o,  1842 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 
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■  The  children  of  Samuel  and  Martha  Mettlen 
were  as  follows: 

Sarah  Mettlen  b.  October  20,  1789 

m.  Wm.  Nesbit 

Alexander  Mettlen  b.  April  20,  1791- 

Oct,  29,  1813 

On  Commodore  Perry's  flagship 
at  Battle  of  Lake  Erie 

Samuel  Mettlen,  Jr.  b.  March  23,  1793  - 

Oct.  10,  1843 

John  Mettlen  b.  March  1795  -  Sept. 27,1870 

Thompson  Mettlen  (Twin)  b. Dec. 19, 1796- 

March  12,  1864 

Thomas  Mettlen  ('Twin)  b. Dec. 19,  1796- 

Feb.  24,  I838 

James  Mettlen  b.  Aug.l6, l800-Aug.25 , 1877 

Robert  Mettlen.  b. March  29, l802-0ct . 18, 1849 

Joseph  Mettlen  b.Sept .26, 1803  — 

d.  ca.  1850 

Each  of  the  sons,  like  their  father,  was 
known  under  the  spelling  Metlin  and  sometimes  Metlen, 
etc.,  at  various  times  and  places.  Robert  was  more  con¬ 
sistent  in  holding  to  the  form  Mettlen.  But  the  records 
may  show  any  one  of  the  spellings,  yet  refer  to  the  same 
individual. 

SONS  AND  DAUGHTERS  OF  SAMUEL  AND  MARTHA  METTLEN 

For  nearly  forty  years  after  their  removal 
from  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  Samuel  Mettlen  and  his  sons,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  brother  William  and  his  family,  made 
their  homes  in  southern  Mifflin  and  northern  Juniata 
Counties  in  the  neighborhood  of  Patterson's  Ferry. 

Some  of  the  sons  permanently  established 
homes  in  that  vicinity,  not  far  from  that  of  their  father, 
but  just  as  Samuel  had  remained  on  the  old  Maitland  Farm 
until  after  his  father  had  passed  away,  then  moved  west¬ 
ward,  so  the  urge  of  the  pioneer  spirit  again  drew  some 
of  the  family  still  further  to  the  West.  We  find  them 
next  in  Illinois,  then  in  Iowa,  Kansas,  and  Nebraska 

where  their  families  made  settlements. 
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SARAH  METTLEN 


Born  October  20,  1789  -  Northern  Liberties  Township, 
Philadelphia  County,  Pennsylvania 

Harried  -  February  4,  1808  -  William  Nesbit  (Nesbitt) 

Died:  Probably  in  Illinois 

Like  his  roving  brothers-in-law,  William 

Nesbitt,  too,  was  eager  to  go  West,  and  we  find  him  at 

an  early  day  in  Illinois,  and  thence  with  several  of  his 

wife's  brothers  moving  on  to  California,  if  not  with  the 

Forty-Niners,  then  soon  after.  It  is  presumed  his  wife 

* 

accompanied  him  to  Illinois,  but  whether  she  went  to 
California  is  not  known.  He  did  return  to  Illinois  soon 
after  and  we  find  Nesbitts  who  were  related  to  the 
Kettlen's,  in  Piatt  County  and  perhaps  other  sections. 

Thompson  Mettlen,  Sarah's  brother,  in  1864 
left  a  bequest  to  one,  Washington  Nesbitt,  a  nephew.  At 
the  time  his  will  was  drawn  Thompson  was  also  holding  a 
note  on  a  loan  to  Samuel  G.  Nesbitt,  whose  relationship 
is  not  known. 

On  January  28,  1885  Willey  A.  Nesbitt  and 
Emma  Hill  were  married  in  Piatt  County.  He  was  listed 
as  the  son  of  Samuel  A.  and  Elizabeth  Willey  Nesbitt. 

There  are  also  Nesbitts  in  the  far  West  but 
no  connections  have  been  made. 
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ALEXANDER  METTLEN 


#12 

Born  April  20,  1791,  New  Britain  Township,  Bucks  County, 
Pa. 

Died  October  29,  1813  Unmarried 

Alexander  Mettlen,  eldest  of  Samuel  and 
Martha's  sons,  gave  his  life  in  the  Battle  of  Lake  Erie. 
He  served  on  Commander  Oliver  Perry's  flagship.  A  sil¬ 
ver  med&l,  awarded  posthumously,  was  presented  to  his 
father  in  a  ceremony  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  his  name  was 
placed  on  the  monument  erected  to  honor  the  men  who  lost 
their  lives  in  the  battle. 

It  was  understood  the  medal  should  pass  to 
the  possession  of  a  member  of  the  family  whose  name  was 
Alexander.  When  I  visited  my  Uncle  Alexander  Thompson 
Mettlen  at  Decatur,  Illinois,  in  1901,  he  showed  me  this 
medal  and  permitted  me  to  have  it  photographed.  My 
Uncle  begged  my  mother  to  so  name  my  youngest  brother, 
but  the  appeal  did  not  win  acceptance.  I  do  not  know 
who  now  has  the  medal,  but  I  understand  it  is  held  by  a 
descendant  of  Samuel  Mettlen,  Jr.,  even  though  he  does 
not  bear  the  name . 
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;y!3  SAMUEL  METTLEN,  JUNIOR 

Born  March  25,  1793  New  Britain  Township,  Bucks  County, Pa. 
Died  October  10,  1843 

Married  1st,  December  6,  1814  Sarah  (Sally)  Thompson 

b »  August  22,  1793 
d.  September  9,  1834 

2nd.  December  1838,  Elizabeth  Brown  of  Columbus, 
Rev,  Chester  Woodward  officiating.  Ind. 

Samuel  Mettlen  had  six  children  by  his  first 

» 

wife,  four  daughters  and  two  sons.  He  next  married 
Elizabeth  Brown  of  Columbus,  Indiana.  Samuel  i^as  one  of 
the  sons  of  Samuel,  Sr.,  and  Martha  Mettlen  who  went  West 
fairly  early  in  the  century.  It  is  said  that  the  family 
crossed  the  Ohio  River  at  Ripley  on  a  raft  which  capsized. 
Their  wagon  and  possessions  were  recovered  with  great  dif¬ 
ficulty.  One  of  the  treasures  saved  was  the  family  Bible, 
from  which  some  of  the  data  in  this  genealogy  was  derived. 

Travel  in  those  days  before  bridges  were 
built  must  have  been  extremely  arduous  and  dangerous. 
Fording  streams  or  crossing  the  larger  rivers  by  raft  or 
ferry,  searching  for  water  and  pasture,  keeping  wagons  and 
equipment  in  order,  required  adventuresome  spirits. 

Unlike  his  brothers,  Samuel  and  his  family 
did  not  stop  in  Illinois,  but  settled',  in  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Iowa.  Mrs.  James  Danzey  of  Topeka,  Kansas,  a 
descendant  of  Samuel,  Jr.,  did  a  great  deal  of  research 
on  her  family,  and  supplied  much  of  the  data  in  the  in-  * 
dexed  genealogy. 
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#14  ‘  JOHN  METTLEN  (METLAND) 

Dorn  Brandywine  Township,  Chester  County,  Pa, 

Harried  Mary  McCrachren  March  4,  1823  at  Lost  Creek, 

Mif f lin-Juniata  County,  with  John  Hutchinson, 
Pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  congregation  offi¬ 
ciating  , 

Died  September  27,  1870  and  was  buried  in  the  Lutheran 
Churchyard,  near  Lewiston,  Pa, 

John  made  his  home  throughout  his  life  in 
that  section.  The  tombstone  states  that  he  was  aged  78 
years,  6  mos,  15  days.  This  would  place  his  birthday  on 
March  12,  1792  and  make  him  older  than  Samuel,  Jr.  His 
mother's  Bible  gives  his  birthday  as  March,  1795  which 
would  make  him  75  years  of  age  at  his  death. 

Sarah  Mettlen,  the  first  child  was  born  in 
Philadelphia  County,  not  far  from  New  Britain,  October 
20,  1789.  Alexander,  April  20,  1791  -  and  Samuel  Junior, 
March  25,  1793,  were  born  at  New  Britain  Township  in  Bucks 
County,  while  John  and  all  the  younger  children  were  born 
in  Brandywine  Township,  Chester  County.  From  this  it 
seems  most  likely  that  the  tombstone  is  in  error. 

Little  is  known  of  John  Mettlen  other 
than  the  above,  except  that  he  served  as  administrator 
for  his  brother  Joseph's  Estate  in  1850-51;  and  that  he 
inherited  under  his  father's  will  -  at  which  time  he  was 
living  on  a  parcel  of  land  rented  from  his  father. 
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#15  THOMPSON  METTLEN 

Born  December  19,  1796  -  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania 
Died  March  12,  1864  -  Macon  County,  Illinois 
Harried  Elizabeth  -- 

He  was  a  twin  with  Thomas,  who  died  in  I838  in  Juniata 
County,  Pennsylvania 

When  his  brothers  moved  to  Illinois, 
Thompson  went  along.  No  mention  is  made  of  his  wife 
and  it  is  presumed  she  (and  children  if  any)  had  died 
before  he  left  Mifflin  County.  In  the  U.S.  Census  of 
i860  Thompson  is  listed  as  a  farmer  living  in  the  home 
of  his  nephew  Alexander  Thompson  Mettlen.  His  will 
was  probated  at  Decatur,  Macon  County,  Illinois,  March 
28,  1864.  The  will  stated  that  at  the  time  it  was 
drawn,  Thompson  Mettlen  had  no  debts  and  was  pos¬ 
sessed  of  monies  on  loan  to  the  amount  of  about  01756, 
a  considerable  wealth  for  a  farmer  of  that  day.  This 
money  was  left  to  ten  nieces  and  nephews.  As  we  read 
this  will  we  get  a  feeling  that  Thompson  Mettlen  was  a 
substantial  person  on  whom  the  various  members  of  the 
family  may  have  leaned  for  advice,  quiet  encouragement, 
or  a  loan  of  money  in  time  of  need. 
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#1 6  THOMAS  MSTTLEN 

Next  in  line  were  twins,  Thomas  and 
Thompson  (born  December  19,  1796,  Chester  County,  Pa,) 

For  many  years  little  was  known  of  Thomas  or  the  family 
who  survived  him.  It  was  said  the  brothers  had  married 
girls  named  Elizabeth.  But  there  was  little  else. 

On  one  occasion  my  husband  and  I  when 
motoring  across  country,  had  occasion  to  stop  in  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  It  occurred  t o  me  I  might  find  a  family  name 
in  the  telephone  directory.  Two  listings  under  Mettlen 
proved  to  be  mother  and  son.  She  told  me  her  husband's 
people  had  come  from  Pennsylvania,  but  as  he  had  died 
rather  young  she  knew  little  about  them.  However,  she 
gave  me  the  address  of  a  relative  at  Sterling,  Colorado, 
who  might  have  some  information. 

Our  way  led  through  Sterling  and  I  called 
on  the  lady,  Mrs.  Cecil  Fortner  (Nancy  Hasseltine  Mettlerj 
whom  I  found  to  be  gracious  and  interested.  Yes,  she 
had  something  relative  to  her  family,  an  old  family 
Bible,  which  contained  the  names  and  many  dates  of 
Thomas  Mettlen' s  family.  He  had  married  Elizabeth  Hill, 
daughter  of  Arthur  and  Martha  (McCormick)  Hill.  They  had 
six  children  and  from  the  Bible  or  from  Mrs.  Fortuer's 
own  records,  the  names  of  numerous  grandchildren  and 
further  generations  were  gleaned  for  the  formal  geneal- 

Thomas  Mettlen  had  died  at  Birmingham, 
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Huntingdon  County,  Pennsylvania,  February  4,  1838,  a 
few  months  before  the  death  of  his  father,  who  made 
provision  in  his  own  will  for  a  legacy  to  Thomas  1 
children. 

Some,  if  not  all  made  their  way  westward, 

either  in  company  with,  or  soon  after  the  migration 

' 

of  their  uncles  and  cousins.  They  settled  in  Iowa. 

. 

Nebraska,  and  other  parts  of  the  Mid-west, 

! 

#17  JAMES  METTLEN 

Born  August  13,  1800,  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania 
Died  August  25,  1877,  Newburg,  Macon  County,  Illinois 

James  Mettlen  left  Juniata  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  in  1840  at  the  same  time  with  other  members  of 
his  family.  He  is  listed  as  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
of  Macon  County.  He  and  his  brother-in-law,  Will  Nesbitt, 
and  his  nephews,  Samuel  Jordan  Mettlen  and  Joseph  C, 

Metlcn,  sons  of  Robert  Mettlen,  went  in  the  early  1850’s 
to  California.  Will  Nesbitt  and  James  Mettlen  soon  re¬ 
turned  and  settled  in  Illinois.  Jordan  returned  alone. 

James  inherited  land  from  his  father* s  estate 
in  Juniata  County,  Pennsylvania,  but  the  record  of  its 
disposal  has  not  been  searched. 

The  will  of  Thompson  Mettlen,  James*  next 
younger  brother,  probated  in  Macon  County,  Illinois  in 
1864,  names  three  nephews  and  one  niece,  the  children 
of  James  Mettlen:  Samuel  Mettlen,  Jackson  Mettlen, 

Thomas  Mettlen,  and  Martha  T.  Mettlen. 
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#19  JOSEPH  METTLEN 

Eorn  September  2 6,  1803  -  Chester  Co.,  Pa, 

Died  Birmingham, Huntingdon  Co.,.  Pa.,  1850. 

The  youngest  of  Samuel  and  Martha’s  sons 
married  Catherine,  His  father’s  will  indicates  that 
Joseph  had  borrowed  or  been  given  the  sum  of  5525*00, 
which  was  the  full  share  of  his  inheritance,  Joseph 
was  named  one  of  the  executors  of  his  father's  will. 

He  and  John  were  charged  with  the  care  of  their 
mother.  She  moved  soon  after  her  husband’s  death 
to  Birmingham, Hunting  don  County  to  live  with  Joseph 
until  her  death  four  years  later  (October  6,  1842), 
Joseph  lived  until  about  1850  when  we  find  his  brother 
John  acting  as  administrator  of  his  estate  in  Mifflin 
County, 
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#18  ROBERT  AND  ELIZABETH  (CUSTER)  HETLEN 

Born  March  29,  1802  -  Chester  County,  Pa, 

Died  October '18,  1849  in  Macon  County,  Ill* 

Robert  Mettlen  was  the  eighth  child  of 
Samuel  and  Martha  Mettlen.  He  was  born  to  the  pioneer 
life,  as  his  father  moved  from  Bucks  County,  Pa*,  be¬ 
fore  1806. 

His  wife,  Elizabeth  Custer,  was  descended 
from  Paulus  Kuster  and  his  wife  Gertru.de  Streyper,  who 
came  in  1684  from  Crefeld,  Germany,  with  the  second 
group  that  William  Penn  brought  to  settle  in  Germantown. 
She  was  also  a  descendant  of  Jacob  Gaedtschalck,  the 
first  Mennonite  bishop  in  the  United  States,  and  was 
also  related  to  the  Conrads,  Van  Fossens,  and  other 
well-known  Pennsylvania  families.  She  was  bora  in 
Chester  County,  Pa.,  July  8,  1806;  married  Robert 
Mettlen  on  May  27,  1824,  with  John  Hutchinson,  pastor 
of  Presbyterian  congregations  at  Mifflintown  and  Lost 
Creek,  Pa.,  officiating;  and  died  in  Macon  County,  Ill, 
August  20,  1854.  They  had  six  children — five  sons  and 
one  daughter* 

In  company  with  his  brothers,  James  and 
Thompson,  and  probably  William  Nesbitt,  his  sister1 s 
husband,  Robert  and  Elizabeth  moved  in  1840  to  the  Mid- 
West  4  We  do  not  know  if  they  went  simply  as  a  group  of 
related  families  or  if  they  made  up  an  immigrant  train 
which  included  other  families,  for  we  find  later  in 
Macon  County  family  names  familiar  in  Bucks  County,  and 
again  in  Mifflin. 

My  father,  David  E.  Metlen,  fourth  child  of 
Robert  and  Elizabeth,  was  born  in  1837*  He  said  his 
earliest  recollection  was  of  one  evening  when,  as  the 
great  covered  wagon  was  entering  a  town,  a  political 
rally  and  parade  was  in  progress  —  brass  band,  red  fire, 
flags,  and  all  that  went  into  the  campaigns  of  the  time. 
His  father  stood  up  in  the  front  of  the  wagon  and,  wav¬ 
ing  his  coonskin  cap,  shouted,  "Hurrah  for  Tippecanoe 
and  Tyler,  too,"  the  slogan  for  that  year  when  William 
Henry  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  presidency.  This  es¬ 
tablishes  the  date  of  the  migration  as  1840. 

The  brothers  settled  near  Decatur,  Ill. 
Robert  lived  only  until  October  1849,  and  his  wife  died 
five  years  later  (August  1854).  A  little  son,  Oliver 
Perry  Metlen,  born  the  fall  they  moved  to  Macon  County, 
died  in  less  than  a  year.  A  daughter,  bora  in  1842, 
lived  only  t wo  days  after  the  mother. 
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THE  KUSTERS  AMD  CUSTERS 


Paulus  Kuster  and  his  wife,  Gertrude 
Streypers,  came  in  1684  from  C ref eld,  Germany,  with  the 
second  group  William  Penn  brought  to  settle  in 
Germantown,  Pennsylvania.  They  had  three  sons  and  at 
least  one  daughter  --  Arnoldus,  Johannes,  Hermanus,  and 
Eva. 

Hermanus,  about  1?28,  married  Isabella 
(Civilia  or  Sibilia)  Conrad,  daughter  of  Peter  Conrad, 
a  name  that  underwent  several  changes  through  Kunders, 
Cunders,  Conrat.  In  the  spring  of  1728  a  band  of  hos¬ 
tile  Indians  suddenly  appeared  near  Bebbers  Township, 
where  Hermanus  had  established  his  home.  The  Governor, 
when  petitioned  for  aid,  hastened  to  the  scene  and  or¬ 
dered  the  settlers  organised  for  defense  and  protection. 

This  was  the  only  engagement  with  savages 
ever  to  occur  near  Philadelphia.  The  Quakers, 
liennonites,  and  other  religious  groups  that  made  up  the 
inhabitants  were  much  averse  to  war  or  warlike  proced¬ 
ures,  yet  when  they  found  their  lives  endangered  were 
firm  and  positive  in  their  resistance.  The  Daughters 
of  Colonial  Wars  admit  persons  descended  from  those 
whose  participation  in  this  engagement  is  well  authen¬ 
ticated  . 

Hermanus  Kuster  and  Isabella  Conrad  had  a 
son  Peter,  who  married  Ann  Godschalk,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Godschalk,  a' native  of  Holland  from  just  over  the  border 
from  Crefeld,  Germany,  who  succeeded  William  Rittenhouse 
as  bishop  in  America,  and  was  known  as  a  faithful  and 
learned  leader  of  his  people. 

Peter  and  Ann  Custer  had,  among  others,  sons 
Jacob  and  Paul.  Jacob  and  Paul  were  both  members  and 
trustees  of  the  congregation  in  their  township;  but 
when  the  call  came  for  soldiers  in  the  War  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution,  their  patriotism  proved  to  be  stronger  than 
their  scruples.  The  two  brothers,  together  with  their 
brother  Herman,  enlisted  in  1781  and  served  in  the  6th 
Battalion,  3rd' Company,  Worcester  Township,  Philadelphia 
County  Militia,  under  Captain  Lowry.  All  the  members  of 
this  company  came  from  Worcester  Township. 

Jacob  married  Elizabeth  Van  Fossen,  and  had 
a  son,  Samuel  Custer. 

Paul  Custer  married  Elizabeth  (whose  family 
name  is  unknown)  and  had  a  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who 
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married"  Samuel j  son  of  Jacob.  One  of  the  daughters  of 
Samuel 'and  Elizabeth,  Elizabeth  Custer,  born  in  Chester 
County,  Pennsylvania,  on  July  8,  1806,  married  Robert 
Hettlen  on  Hay  27,  1824  in  Chester'  County,  Pennsylvania. 
She  died  in  Macon  County,  Illinois,  August  20,  1854, 
Alexander  Thompson  Mettlen,  Joseph  Custer  Iietlen,  and 
David  E,  Hetlen  trace  their  lineage  to  Elizabeth  Custer 
Mettlen  and  her  ancestors. 


#181  SAMUEL  JOE DAN  METTLEN 

The  eldest  son  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth 
Metlen  (familiarly  known'as  Judd  or  Jerd) ,  together  with 
his  uncle,  James  Mettlen,  and  William  Nesbitt,  went  in 
the  gold  rush  to  California.  Some  have  thought  they 
were  among  the  Forty-Niners,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  they 
left  before  the  early  1850's.  All  but  Joseph  returned 
shortly  to  Illinois. 

When  Jordan  had  accumulated  five  thousand 
dollars,  he  put  it  in  a  money  belt  and  started  home,  by 
ship  to  Panama  and  by  land  to  the  Atlantic  side.  The 
ship  was  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Panama,  and  all  were 
ordered  into  the  lifeboats  without  belongings.  Deter¬ 
mined  not  to  lose  his  precious  treasure,  Jordan  tied 
his  belt  to  a  rope  and  towed  it  along.  He  made  it  home 
safely. 

Soon  after  his  return,  Jordan  was  married 
to  Sarah  Hutchins,  April  18,  1854. 

Samuel  Jordan' Mettlen  was  one  of  the  heirs 
of  the  estate  of  his  uncle,  Thompson  Mettlen,  who  died 
in  1864.  We  have  no  record  of  his  death,  but  as  a 
little  girl  I  understood  that  Alexander,  Joseph,  and 
Da.vid  (my  father)  were  all  that  remained  of  the  family. 
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#182  ALEXANDER  THOMPSON  METTLEN 

Born  December'  5,  1830 
Died  August  2,  1906 

The  second  son  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth 
lived  near  Decatur  to  the  end  of  his  life*  His  home 
was  a  center  for  the  family,  and  after  the  death  of 
their  parents  my  father  looked  to  him  as  to  a  second 
father.  The  U.S.  Census  of  i860  indicates  that 
Alexander 1 s  uncle ,  ' Thompson  Mettlen,  and  the  young¬ 
est  brother,  David,  made  their  home  with  him. 

Alexander  T.  was  married  first, 

January  1,  1852,  to  Virlindia  Jane  Hanks,  daughter 
of  John  Hanks,  who  was  a  close  friend  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  She  bore  him  a  son  and  three  daughters, 
but  died  in  1874.  He  married  second,  Mrs.  Sara 
Annie  M.  Kilpatrick,  who  survived  him. 

As  an  early  settler,  Hr.  Mettlen  became 
well  known  throughout  his  vicinity.  He  was  the  first 
road  supervisor  in  Macon  County,  and  subsequently  held 
other  similar  positions.'  He  was  a  gentle,  kindly 
man,  scrupulously  honest,  generous,  and  affable, 
who  held  the  respect  and  regard  of  all  who  knew  him. 


' 


#1821  JOHN  METTLEN 


John  Mettlen,  Alexander’s  son,  died  in  1886. 
He  had  married  Jennie  (Jane)  W. . . . ,  and  they  made  their 
home  at  Sylvan  Grove,  Kansas.  Their  five  children  were 
(13211)  William  Mettlen.  (18212)  Prank  Mettlen,  (18213) 
Wheeler  Mettlen,  (18214)  John  Mettlen,  and  (18215)  Amy 
Williams.  (At  this  time  I  do  not  know  if  the  daughter 
were  married  or  bore  the  name  Williams  as  a  second  or 
middle  name*)  It  was  a  sore  grief  to  Alexander  Mettlen 
thus  to  lose  an  only  son  who  was  not  only  especially  be¬ 
loved,  but  had  also  left  a  family  of  small  children.  To 
the  widow  and  children  Alexander  willed  the  portion  of 
his  estate  that  would  have  been  his  son ^s* had  he  lived* 


#1822  MARTHA  METTLEN 

Martha  Mettlen,  Alexander’s  eldest  daughter, 
married  Prank  Bear.  Two  daughters,  (18221)  Etta  and 
(18222)  Janie,  were  born  to  them,  but  both  the  daughters 
and  the  mother  died  early, 

1676546 

#1823  SARAH  METTLEN 

Sarah  Mettlen  married  a  man  named  Beall, 

I  have  no  other  information  regarding  them, 

#1824  EMMA  METTLEN 

Emma  Mettlen  married - Moore,  When  my 

father  and  I  visited  Uncle  Alex  in  1901,  he  loaned  us 
his  horse  and  buggy  to  visit  Emma  and  her  family,  who 
lived  on  a  farm  near  Bloomington,  Ill.  She  had  a 
daughter  about  my  age  with  whom  I  had  a  most  enjoyable 
time,  but  I  do  not  recall  her  name,  nor  do  I  know  the 
number  nor  names  of  the  other  children. 

The  recollections  of  the  visit  to  my  uncle 
and  that  to  his  daughter  remains  in  my  mind  as  one  of  the 
most  pleasant  of  my  life.  To  a  little  girl  of  thirteen 
from  Montana  (where  after  the  spring  rains,  vegetation 
usually  dries  up  and  turns  brown,  when  apart  from  the 
evergreens  on  the  mountainsides  almost  the  only  trees 
were  cottonwoods  and  poplars)  the  lush  growth  and  varied 
plant  life  of  Illinois  in  early  summer  seemed  like  a  part 
of  Eden.  My  uncle  delighted  in  showing  me  his  farm,  and 
took  me  to  see  some  great  orchards  that  adjoined  his  land. 
He  indulged  me  in  strawberries,  cherries,  and  from  an 
unusual  tree  " June-berries ,  !I  very  similar  to  what  are 
now  known  as  blueberries. 


.  .  * 


Father  and  I  rode  along  the  lanes  that 
stretched  endlessly  in  a  straight  line  only  to  jog  to 
one  side  and  reach  out  still  further  in  another  un¬ 
broken  lane,  following  the  perpendicular  township  lines 
and  roads  of  the  Northwest  Territory.  Suddenly  I  was 
aware  of  red  raspberries  growing  wild  along  the  road¬ 
side  --  hugh  redcaps  'with  an  incomparably  rich  aroma, 
too  enticing  to  ignore.  While  the  horse  rested,  we 
indulged  to  the  full. 

During  the  night  a  terrible  storm  raged. 
Thunder  and  lightning  shook  the  place.  Suddenly  there 
was  a  strange  ringing  sound,  as  if  a  great  steel  lance 
had  been  thrown  from  the  sky.  Father  looked  to  see  if 
the  barn  had  been  struck  by  lightning;  he  could  not 
forgive  himself  if  Uncle1 s  pet  horse  should  be  killed 
while  in  our  care.  Morning  showed  that  a  huge  tree 
not  twenty-five  feet  from  the  bedroom  where  I  slept  had 
received  a  terrible  gash  that  might  cause  its  death. 

From  that  time  I  can  tell  whether  the  impact  of  a  stroke 
of  lightning  is  near  or  far  distant,  and  how  it  differs 
from  the  roll  and  clap  of  thunder.  Sometimes  the 
knowledge  is  comforting,  and  again  it  may  be  very 
disconcerting. 
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//1 83  JOSEPH  CUSTER  METLEN 

(Born  April  29,  1834,  Juniata  County,  Pa.; 

December  17,  1906;  3.  Fairview  Cemetery, 

Dillon,  I  Ion  tana.) 

Joseph  was  a  little  lad  of  six  when  his 
parents  moved  to  Illinois.  No  doubt  that  experience 
end  the  example  of  his  uncles  and  older  brothers, 
coupled  with  the  fact  that  both  parents  died  early, 
led  him  to  look  further  westward  while  still  rather 
young . 


He  went  to  California  where  about  1865 
or  1866  his  younger  brother  David,  found  him  in  San 
Francisco.  David  had  gone  to  Montana,  to  Bannock 
and  the  Horse  Prairie  Gulch  where  gold  was  found. 

He  may  have  urged  Joe  to  go  to  Montana,  but  it  was 
not  until  later  that  his  interests  turned  in  that 
direction. 


At  one  time  he  operated  a  hotel  at 
Corinne,  Utah,  when  immigrants  made  that  town  a  com¬ 
mercial  center.  After  his  hotel  burned,  he  operated 
one  at  Glendale,  Montana,  then  at  Dillon.  When  this 
also  burned  he  tried  ranching.  He  owned  the  ranch  on 
Lower  Medicine  Lodge  now  owned  by  the  Rife  family. 

About  the  turn  of  the  century  he  sold  the 
ranch  and  built  at  Dillon,  a  fine  brick  structure, 
modern  at  the  time,  which  he  operated  until  his  death 
as  The  Metlen  Hotel.  Management  continued  with  his 
wife  and  daughter  as  long  as  they  lived,  and  continues 
to  this  time  (1958)  under  other  management  as  a  part 
of  the  hotel  facilities  at  Dillon. 

Joseph  Custer  Metlen  married  Mrs.  Jennie 
McCall.  They  had  one  daughter,  (1831)  Elizabeth, 
known  as  Bertie.  She  married  John  Howard,  a  piano 
salesman  and  musician  of  Butte,  Montana.  Their  only 
son,  (18311)  "Little  Joe,"  died  young.  After  this 
Bertie  clung  to  her  parents,  an  attitude  which  finally 
resulted  in  a  separation. 
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#184.  DAVID  EVANS  METLEN 

b.  Juniata  County,  Pa.,  June  14,  1837 
d.  CL.  Ranch,  Armstead,  Beaverhead  Co., 
Montana  August  31,  1919 
m.  1st  Eliza  Kannison 

b.  ca  1850  Missouri 
d.  December  7,  1884 
d.&  B.  C  L  Ranch,  Armstead,  Montana 

2nd  Venera' E.  Bridwell  Feb.  18,  1887, 
Dillon,  Montana 

b.  Jan. 18,  1861,  Kinniconick,  Lewis 
County,  Kentucky 

d.  May  9,  1942,  C  L  Ranch,  Armstead, 
Montana 
B.  Dillon,  Montana 

David,  fourth  child  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth 
(Custer)  Mettlen  was  three  years  of  age  when  the  family 
moved  from  Juniata  County,  Pennsylvania,  to  Macon  County, 
Illinois,  in  1840.  His  mother  also  had  a  babe  in  arms 
of  little  more  than  a  month.  She  must  have  been  a  brave 
woman  to  set  out  in  a  covered  wago n  to  a  new  home  which 
in  that  day  was  a  long  distance  away. 

Robert,  the  father  died  in  1849  and  his  wife 
in  1854,  the  little  brother,  Oliver  Perry  Mettlen  having 
died  in  184 1  and  a  sister,  Martha  Elizabeth,  born  in 
Macon' County  in  1842,  dying  the  day  after  her  mother. 
David,  still  in  his  teens  made  his  home  with  his  elder 
brother  Alexander  Thompson  Mettlen.  He  found  work  as 
he  could,  clearing j  land,  farming,  rough  carpentry,  and 
such  occupations  as  the  newly  settled  country  afforded. 

Early  in  1863,  he  served  a  six-weeks  en¬ 
listment  in  the  U.  S.  Army,  but  as  no  one  believed  the 
war  would  last  long  he  did  not  re-enlist.  Instead  he 
bought  a  team  of  strong  mules  and  a  wagon.  He  met  a 
young  man  who  contributed  toward  a  food  supply  and  the 
two  joined  an  emigrant  train  from  Omaha,  Nebraska  in 
I863.  The  young  men  did  not  know  just  where  they  were 
headed,  but  were  on  the  way.  California  called,  but  so 
did  Oregon  and  Montana.  When  they  reached  Corinne,  Utah, 
word  came  of  the  gold  strike  at  Bannock,  and  Father  de¬ 
cided  to  go  there.  His  partner,  preferring  Oregon, 
caught  another  ride,  and  went  on.  So  little  changes  the 
destinies  of  men,  and  their  families,  and  oftentimes  of 
nations. 


The  following  account,  taken  from  the  Pillar 
of  Fire,  was  written  from  data  supplied  by  my  father  one 
day  as  the  family  lingered  about  the  supper  table. 
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REMINISCENCES  OF  PIONEER  DAYS 


Gertrude  Metier  Wolfram 

/'Papa,  tell  us  about  the  days  when  you  crossed 

tho  plains." 

"Oh,  yes,  do  !"  chimed  a  chorus  of  voices,  and 
four  eager  children  sat  very  attentive  to  hear  what  was  to 

folio  W  • 

"What  is  it  that  you  want  to  know  about  them?" 
{•.viic-Li  tne  father. 

"Just  anything.  How  did  you  ever  happen  to 
come  west  at  all  and  what  was  the  trip  like?" 

"Well,  I  hardly  know  how  I  came  to  want  to 
come  west;  but  a  great  many  people  were  starting  out 
across  the  country,  and  as  I  had  nothing  else  to  do,  I 
started,  too.  I  had  a  little  money  with  which  I  bought  a 
span  of  mules  and  a  wagon.  Then  I  met  a  young  man  who 
was  out  of  a  job  and  had  nothing  to  do;  I  suggested  that 
he  buy  half  the  provisions  and  pay  half  the  expenses  of  * 
the  trip  and  go  with  me  across  the  plains.  He  readily  con¬ 
sented  and  vie  made  the  necessary  preparations.  We  left 
Omaha  early  in  the  summer  of  1863  in  a  large  emigrant  train 
of  about  70  wagons." 

"Where  were  you  starting  for?"  broke  in  the 
matter-of-fact  youth  who  sat  at  his  father's  elbow. 

"Didn't  know  where  we  were  going,  and  didn't 
care.  It  was  anything  to  be  on  the  move." 

"Was  everyone  like  that?" 

"Many  of  them.  Some  were  seeking  homes,  and 
others  were  dissatisfied  where  they  were  and  wanted  to 
change.  There  were  in  some  of  the  wagons  two,  or  often  as 
many  as  five  or  six  persons.  Some  whole  families  were  in 

the  train,  and  people  from  all  kinds  of  places  and  of  many 
different  trades.  During  the  day  we  drove  in  single  file 
or  where  the  roads  were  fit,  two  abreast,  since  it  other¬ 
wise  stretched  out  for  more  than  a  mile,  making  it  very 
hard  to  drive.  If  one  wagon  stopped  even  for  a  few 
seconds,  every  wagon  back  of  it  also  had  to  stop.  At 
night  they  formed  in  a  great  circle." 

"What  did  they  do  that  for,  so  they  would 
have  a  place  to  put  their  horses  at  night?"  asked  the 
lad  whose  interest  always  turned  to  the  stock. 

"Yes,  and  then  it  was  more  of  a  protection 
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t0  us  for  there  was  danger  from  Indians,  too.  About  four 
lock  in  the  afternoon  we  stopped  and  made  camp.  Prom 
then  until  dark  one  from  each  party  led  their  horses  out 
l 0  graze,  changing  off  at  meal  time  and  so  on.  They  then 
v;  •re  nut  inside  the  circle  until  four  in  the  morning,  when 
they  were  again  led  out  until  time  to  hitch  them  to  the 
wagons.  During  the  night  we  took  turns  acting  as  sentinel 
eo "watch  for  Indians  and  to  see  that  the  stock  did  not 
;  tempo de  • " 


"Oh,  did  they  ever  stampede?"  asked  the  big- 
eyed  girl  who  was  always  all  fun  and  laughter  until  some 
danger  was  near. 


"Yes,  one  time  they  became  frightened  at 
comething  and  ran  over  two  or  three  wagons,  wrecking  them 
almost  completely.  Another  time  when  my  partner  was 
watching  I  heard  the  mules  starting  to  stampede,  and  I 
Jumped  out  the  front  of  the  wagon  in  time  to  see  one  of 
our  big  mules  jump  between  the  wagons  and  start  off  across 
the  plains.  We  always  kept  a  long  rope  on  them  and 
quick  as  a  flash  I  grabbed  it  just  as  the  end  •  was  go¬ 
ing  over  the  tongue  of  the  wagon,  and  was  jerked  along' 
after  him.  He  pulled  me  along  on  the  ground  at  a  pretty 
rapid  rate  until  I  succeeded  in  stopping  him.*  I  was 
bruised  and  scratched  up  in  a  great  shape,  but  I  hung  on 
to  him.  Then  I  climbed  on  him  and  helped  someone  else 
who  had  caught  a  horse  to  drive  the  others  back." 

"My,  but  you  must  have  had  a  lot  of  grit  to 
hold  on  like  that  L" 

The  father  smiled,  "Oh,  I  was  a  tall  slim 
fellow  and  active  as  could  be  and  did  not  care  for  any¬ 
thing.  Besides  it  was  a  case  of  compulsion,  for  all  that 
company  was  liable  to  be  left  out  there  on  the  plains  with¬ 
out  any  chance  to  get  away,  and  I  did  not  know  whether  any 
one  else  could  catch  a  horse." 

The  children  laughed  and  laughed  as  they 
thought  of  their  father  bouncing  along  on  the  ground  after 
the  frightened  mule;  holding  on  with  no  thought  of  his 
own  danger,  and  thoughtful  of  the  welfare  of  others. 

"There  were  many  things  to  hinder  us  in  our 
Journey.  Occasionally  a  wagon  would  break  down  and  we 
would  all  have  to  stop  until  it  was  mended.  One  man  in 
*-•'‘0  company  had  been  a  wheelright  in  his  day  and  his  past 
experience  was  very  valuable  to  us. 

"One  time  we  passed  a  place  where  some 
Irdlans  had  killed  some  travelers  and  had  broken  up  their 
wagons,  leaving  the  pieces  lying  along  the  roadside.  'The 
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people  in  the  train,  myself  included,  gathered  up  as 
many  of  the  pieces  as  they  could  get  hold  of  and  took 
them  along  in  case  of  an  accident  to  our  wagons.  In  a 
day  or  two  the  wheel  of  a  wagon  just  ahead  of  us  broke 
down ,  and  as  that  party  had  not  been  able  to  gather  any 
pieces,  I  gave  them  what  I  had.  The  next  day  my  wagon 
broke  down  also,  and  the  man  with  me  upbraided  me  for 
giving  away  all  the  spokes  and  pieces  I  had  and  not 
keeping  any  for  myself.  'Now  you  will  have  to  leave 
your  wagon  and  go  on  without  it,  and  what  will  you  do 
then? 1 

"‘No,1  I  said,  'We  can  take  the  front 
wheels  and  fix  it  up  like  a  cart.  We  will  manage,  any¬ 
how.  '  That  night  I  came  back  from  some  errand  and  found 
a  great  stack  of  spokes  by  our  wagon,  many  more  than  we 
needed.  When  the  people  heard  about  our  accident  they 
had  brought  what  they  had  and  piled  them  up  for  us  to 
select  from.  So  we  mended  our  wagon  and  went  on. 

"It  was  hardest  on  the  wagons  at  the  rear  of 
the  train,  so  in  order  to  even  things  up,  we  changed  off 
each  day  and  the  wagon  that  led  one  day  was  the  last  one 
the  next.  This  kept  it  from  being  harder  on  one  than  the 
other  and  gave' all  equal  chances.  Before  we  could  start 
in  the  morning,  every  wagon  had  to  be  ready  to  fall  in 
line.  If  any  were  late  it  kept  the  whole  train  waiting. 

"Before  leaving  we  agreed  not  to  travel  on 
Sunday  if  we  could  find  pasture  for  the  stock.  If  com¬ 
pelled  to  do  so,  we  would  go  only  until  we  found  grass. 
During  our  whole  trip  we  broke  camp  on  Sunday  only  once 
or  twice,  and  then  just  for  short  drives.  Regardless  of 
this,  we  made  the  trip  in  a  short  time  and  with  unusual 
success.  We  had  passed  the  trains  that  did  not  observe 
Sunday  and  arrived  first  at  our  destination. 

"At  last  our  party  disbanded  and  scattered 
all  through  the  country.  A  number  settled  down  in  the 
same  locality  to  which  we  first  came  and  now  are  quite 
wealthy,  or  at  least  prosperous." 

Here  the  story  was  brought  to  an  abrupt 
close.  But  one  girl  went  away  musing,  "Didn't  know, 
didn't  care."  She  said  to  herself,  "Reminds  me  of 
Abraham  when  he  left  Mesopotamia.  He  started  out  not 
knowing  whither  he  went."  Res,  God  wants  us  to  do  His 
bidding  and  to  care  so  little  for 'the  things  of  this 
world  that  at  His  call  we  will  go,  knowing  that  He  leads 
the  way. 
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.  Bannock  City,  Montana,  was  at  that  time  a  busy 
town  destined  to  become  the  first  capital  of  the 
/.itc °at  its  organization  in  1888.  My  father  ended  his 
Uurooy  here  and  set  about  finding  work  in  order  to  provide 
f  1  ••£ -If  a  livelihood.  As  he  was  not  an  especially  good 
.o  ,cer  miner  and  disliked  the  work,  he  sold  his  interest 
f.  claim,  went  to  Deer  Lodge  and  purchased  some  steers. 
IY.Uj  took  all  his  money,  and  he  came  into  Bannock  broke. 

Ac  asked  a  resident  to  pasture  the  cattle  over  night,  but 
ho  himself  faced  a  hungry  night,  a  severe  test  to  a  hard 
working  young  man  who  had  been  in  the  saddle  all  day  with¬ 
out  food.  When  the  men  lounging  about  the  hotel  door 
h~ard  the  call  to  supper  all  left  but  Father.  One  man 
raid,  "Come  on,  Dave;  time  to  eat."  Father  said,  "I 
uoss  not  this  time."  "Oh,  this  is  on  me,"  the  man  said, 
quickly  sensing  the  situation,  and  took  Father  into  the 
dining  room  thereby  making  a  lifelong  friend. 

The  next  day  the  steers  were  slaughtered  and 
cold  to  the  miners  at  Horse  Prairie  Gulch,  who  had  been 
having  a  hard  time  getting  supplies  and  were  ready  to  pay 
fancy  prices  for  fresh  meat.  For  a  year  the  butcher  shop 
provided  a  means  of  livelihood,  but  he  had  no  notion  of 
remaining  in  the  butcher  business,  but  figured  on  finding 
land  on  which  to  settle.  Young,  active,  and  energetic, 
he  v;ent  hither  and  yon,  acquainting  himself  with  the 
countryside . 


At  the  lower  end  of  Horse  Prairie  is  a  hill 
on  one  side  of  which  shale  is  formed  to  look  like  an 
Indian  head.  Horse  Prairie  Creek,  flowing  through  count¬ 
less  clumps  of  willows,  makes  a  sharp  right  turn  to  fol¬ 
low  the  foot  of  the  hill  before  going  on  to  join  the 
waters  of  Beaverhead  River.  This  spot,  which  the  Indians 
and  Lewis  and  Clark  in  1806  named  as  Shoshone  Cove,  Father 
recognized  as  an  ideal  place  to  winter  cattle.  When  he 
closed  up  the  butcher  business  he  had  18  cows  and  18 
calves  left,  which  he  brought  to  the  Cove,  and  trusting 
them  to  winter  on  the  lush  grass  and  find  protection  in 
the  willows  from  winter  storms,  he  went  to  California  to 
look  for  his  brother  Joe,  taking  a  load  of  freight  to 
ban  Francisco  to  pay  his  way.  Joe  Metlen  was  thought  to 
be  in  San  Francisco  or  the  vicinity,  but  after  exhaustive 
search,  Father  was  about  to  give  up  hope  of  finding  him, 
‘•.hen  as  he  stood  on  the  street  corner  a  horse  car  passed. 

On  the  window  was  a  hand  minus  a  little  finger.  When 
little  boys  in  Illinois  Father  had  accidentally  cut  off 
•Ice's  little  finger  in  the  corn  grinder.  Father  ran  after 
tee  car  and  there  sure  enough  was  Joe. 

Some  time  later  Joe  went  to  Montana  and 
settled  on  Medicine  Lodge.  He  also  had  a  hotel  at  Glendale 
eefore  moving  to  Dillon. 
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When  Father  returned  in  the  spring,  he 
found  18  cows,  18  yearlings,  and  18  calves.  Such  was 
the  beginning  of  the  herds  and  the  cattle  business 
which  was  to  engage  my  father  and  my  brothers  through 
the  rest  of  their  lives. 

In  the  meantime  Father  found  paying  jobs. 
Me  was  always  economincal  and  careful  of  his  money,  did 
not  drink  nor  gamble.  In  time  he  was  able  to  purchase 
ii  set  of  freight  wagons  and  teams.  With  a  load  of  such 
commodities  as  could  be  sent  East  for  sale,  he  went  to 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  or  to  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  where 
after  disposing  of  his  load,  he  purchased  flour  and 
other  food  stuffs,  textiles,  and  whatever  might  be  in 
demand  in  the  West. 


Father  said  he  made  a  number  of  such  trips, 
each  of  which  took  weeks.  He  literally  walked  several 
times  back  and  forth  across  the  western  half  of  the 
country.  To  ride  would  displace  freight  or  else  over 
load  both  wagons  and  teams.  He  usually  made  his  bed 
under  the  wagon  unless  fair,  warm  weather  made  it 
possible  to  sleep  under  the  stars.  In  the  summer  when 
fireflies  were  flitting,  he  caught  several  and  put  them 
under  the  crystal  of  the  big  watches  carried  in  those 
days.  With  this,  the  earliest  flashlight,  they  could 
tell  time  in  the  dark. 

Breakfast  and  the  evening  meal  were  cooked 
over  a  camp  fire.  He  carried  three  cooking  utensils,  a 
coffee  pot,  a  frying  pan,  and  an  iron  kettle.  Into 
this  several  kinds  of  canned  food,  and  such  meat  as  was 
available  were  placed  and  made  into  a  stew.  Flapjacks, 
or  quick  bread  were  cooked  in  the  frying  pan.  Some¬ 
times  fish  or  game  birds,  that  might  be  caught  in  early 
morning  or  evening,  were  wrapped  in  leaves  and  wet  clay, 
then  baked  in  the  coals  of  the  camp  fire.  During  the 
day  it  was  possible  to  dig  lumps  of  brown  sugar  out  of 
a  bag  conveniently  placed  in  the  wagon. 

The  land  above  Shoshone  Cove  where  the 
first  cattle  were  wintered  was  homesteaded,  and  all  the 
other  moans  of  obtaining  title  to  land  the  government 
offered  to  settlers  was  used.  Some  parcels  were  pur¬ 
chased,  and  water  rights  were  secured..  His  home  was 
built  under  the  shadow  of  the  hill  where  we  could  look 
across  Shoshone  Cove,  or  at  a  break  in  the  hills,  see 
far  down  the  valley  to  the  place  where  the  little  town 
of  Armstead  was  eventually  established..  After  the  brand 
Father  used  to  distinguish  his  stock  the  place  was  known 
through  the  years  as  The  C  L  Ranch. 

David.  E,  Metlen  was  married  first  to 
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Hilza  Kennison  who  was  born  in  Missouri  about  1850,  She 
Sled  of  dropsy  at  the  age  of  34  leaving  two  sons,  George 
Robert  and  David  Thompson  (Dade).  The  latter  was  killed 
by  a  falling  horse  when  the  two  brothers  were  separating 
cattle  for  branding.  Dade  was  a  devoted  and  much  loved 
son  and  brother,  and  his  loss  was  deeply  felt.  He  was 
laid  to  rest  beside  his  mother  and  his  maternal  grand¬ 
mother  in  a  plot  on  the  Ranch. 

He  was  married,  secondly,  to  Venora  Ella 
Bridwell  of  Vanceburg,  Kentucky,  on  February  18,  1887 
at  Dillon,  Montana.  Five  children  were  born  of  this 
union,  Gertrude,  Bruce  Joe,  Genevieve,  Dale  E.,and  an 
Infant  son  who  died  at  8  months  of  age. 

Mr.  Metlen  held  various  positions  of  trust 
in  his  community.  He  served  from  1896  to  1902  as  Member 
from  Beaverhead  County,  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
In  Montana.  He  was  co-sponsor  of  the  bill  that  author¬ 
ized  the  erection  of  the  State  Capitol.  In  honor  of 
this  his  life  sized  portrait  was  hung  in  the  Capital. 


THE  RED  HEADS 

There  is  a  tradition  among  the  Met lens 
that  there  was  or  is,  at  least  one  red  haired  child  in 
each  family.  It  may  be  that  Samuel  Mettlen,  Sr.  was 
red-headed  and  transmitted  the  characteristic  from 
former  generations,  but  which,  if  any  of  his  children 
had  red  hair  has  not  been  recorded.  But  his  grandson 
David  E.  Metlen,  David’s  daughter  Gertrude,  her  son 
Donald  J,  Wolfram,  and  Donald’s  children  Suzanne,  Cha’riene  and 
Phillip  all  uphold  the  tradition.  One  of  George  Metlen' s 
daughters  had  red  hair.  It  is  an  interesting  trans¬ 
mission  of  a  Scotch  character  through  many  generations. 
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#1841  GEORGE  ROBERT  METLEN 

b«  18?1,  Beaverhead  County,  Montana 
di  Sept.  19,  1941,  Dillon,  Montana 
m.  Mae  Williamson  of  Macon  Co.,  Ill, 
Sept.  1895 

b.  March  9,  1874,  Macon  Co.,  Ill. 
d.  Dec.  19,  1942,  Butte,  Mont. 
Both  buried  Mountainview  Cemetery, 
Dillon,  Mont. 


George  Robert  Metlen  was  the  eldest  son  of 
David  E.  Metlen  and  his  first  wife,  Eliza  Kennison.  At 
the  age  of  thirteen,  George  Robert  and  his  brother  David 
T. ,  known  always  as  Dade,  five  years  younger,  were  left 
motherless  when  their  mother  died  in  1884.  Their 
maternal  grandmother  took  over  management  of  the  house¬ 
hold  and  the  care  of  the  boys.  They  attended  the  public 
school  a  few  miles  above  the  Ranch,  where  in  turn  Kate 
and  Venora  Bridwell  were  teachers.  Acquaintance  thus 
made  with  their  father  led  to  the  marriage  of  Venora  and 
David  E.  Metlen  in  1887. 

Dade  was  killed  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  when  a  horse  fell  with  him  as  the  two  brothers 
were  sorting  cattle  for  branding.  He  was  a  loved  and 
lovable  boy,  and  his  loss  was  grieved  over  not  only  by 
his  father  and  brother,  but  by  the  stepmother  and  his 
half-sister,  Gertrude,  who  --  in  spite  of  his  teasing  -- 
adored  him  for  his  kindness  toward  his  little  sister. 

The  people  of  Montana  took  an  early  inter¬ 
est  in  developing  adequate  educational  facilities.  Be¬ 
fore  the  public  school  system  could  be  established,  . 
numerous  secondary  and  college  institutions  were  private¬ 
ly  sponsored.  One  of  these  was  Montana  Collegiate  In¬ 
stitute,  at  Deer  Lodge,  founded  in  1878.  This  school 
offered  a  course  of  study  extending  from  primary  grades 
through  college.  A  few  years  later  it  was  taken  over 
by  the  Presbyterian  Church.  George  Metlen  attended  this 
school  and  was  graduated  there  in  1895  &s  a  civil  en¬ 
gineer,  one  of  three  in  that  first  graduating  class.  He 
went  at  once  to  Illinois,  where  he  and  Mae  Williamson, 
youngest  daughter  of  a  pioneer  family  that  lived  near 
his  uncle,  Alexander  Metlen,  were  married,  returning  to 
Dillon  to  establish  their  home. 

George  Metlen  achieved  a  reputation  as  an 
excellent  and  capable  civil  engineer  and  was  employed 
cn  many  county  and  state  engineering  projects.  He  even¬ 
tually  became  State  Engineer,  and  during  the  tenure  of 
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Governor  Stewart,  organized  the  State  Highway  Commission 
for  Montana,  a  body  that  has  been  notably  efficient.  Af¬ 
ter  a  long  illness  he  passed  away  September  19,  1941; 
his  wife  followed  him  December  19,  1942.  Both  were  laid 
to  rest  in  his  father's  family  plot  at  Dillon,  Montana. 

Dive  children,  two  boys  and  three  girls,  came  of  this 
marriage : 

i* 

DAVID  WARNER  I-IETLEN  (#18411),  after  his  ed¬ 
ucation  in  Montana  public  schools,  married  Emily  Buckner 
and  moved  to  California,  where  he  held  a  position  for 
many  years  in  the  Bank  of  America  They  have  one 

daughter,  Caroline  (#184111),  who  married  William  J. 
Kirkman. 

FRED  ARTHUR  METLEN  (#18412),  the  second 
son,  was  born  in  1900  at  Dillon,  Montana.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried,  first,  to  Berniece  Munden,  who  died  in  Pocatello, 
Idaho,  in  1952.  They  had  three  children  --  Robert 
William,  Katherine  Janice,  and  Barbara  Jeanne.  He  was 
married  secondly,  to  Alice  _  of  Seattle,  Wash, 

ROBERT  WILLIAM  METLEN  (#184121)  was  born 
August  6,  1922,  at  Townsend,  Montana;  was  married  Aug. 

16,  1947  at  Pocatallo,  Idaho,  to  Ruth  Ellen  Walden, 
daughter  of  Lee  R.  Walden  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  has 
three  children:  (1)  Kit  Andrew  Metlen,  (2)  Kim  Allen 
Metlen,  and  (3)  Scott  Kiri:  Metlen.  Robert  William  served 
with  distinction  in  the  Armed.  Forces  during  World  War  II. 
The*  f 3  "ing  crew  of  which  he  was  a  member  crashed,  on  its 
las*  *ssion.  He  then  went  underground  and  gradually 
worked  his  way  out  through  France  and  Spain.  Robert  is 

Ian  experimental  photographer  of  proven  ability  and  has 

served  in  the  Forest  Service  with  the  University  of  Idaha. 
His  home  (1956)  is  in  Winthrop,  Washington. 

1, 

KATHERINE  JANICE  METLEN  (#184122),  second 
child  of  Fred  Arthur  Metlen,  was  born  July  1,  1924  at 
Spokane,  Washington.  She  was  married  first  to  James 
Heslin  of  Maine,  by  whom  there  was  one  son,  James  Michael 
Heslin,  born  October  22,  1946;  second,  she  was  married 
to  James  E.  Hovey  of  Florida, 

BARBARA  JEANNE  METLEN  (#184123),  third  child 
of  Fred  Metlen  and  his  wife,  Berniece,  was  born  Dec.  24, 
1925,  at  Spokane,  Washington,  and  was  married  Sept.  10, 
i950,  at  Elko,  Nevada,  to  Virgil  Richard  Phillips  of 
Eden,  Idaho. 

I 
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■  ELIZABETH  METLEN  (#18413),  third  child  of 
George  H.  and  Mae  Metlen,  was  born  at  Dillon,  Montana, 
&nd  married  Ike  Life,  of  an  old  pioneer  family.  Members 
of  the  Rife  family  seem  to  have  moved  from  Bucks  County, 
Pa.,  to  Mifflin  County, Pa.;  thence  to  Macon  County, 

Ill.,  and  ultimately  to  Beaverhead  County,  Mont.,  in 
company  with  Metlens  and  settled  always  in  close  prox¬ 
imity  to  members  of  the  Mettlen  family.  (See  U,  S. 
Censuc.)  Elizabeth  and  Ike  made  their  home  in  Medicine 
Lodge  Valley,  not  far  from  the  C  L  Ranch,  thus  carry¬ 
ing  out  the  pattern  of  their  forefathers  through  the 
years.  There  are,  however,  no  children  to  continue  the 
pattern. 


Elizabeth  is  (1956)  the  Present  Regent  of 
the  D.A.R.,  Beaverhead  Chapter,  and  a  member  of  Bannock 
Chapter,  Daughters  of  American  Colonists. 


BERM I EC E  METLEN  (#18414)  made  her  home 
with  her  parents  until  after  their  deaths.  She  was  mar¬ 
ried  June  18,  1941,  to  C-eorge  P.  Palmer  and  removed  to 
Butte  to  establish  their  home,  Berniece  was  a  friend  to 
the  aged  and  ailing.  She  helped  care  for  Venora  Metlen 
in  her  last  illness,  and  those  among  her  husband’s  fam¬ 
ily  who  needed  care,  giving  of  herself  over  and  above 
what  might  have  been  the  normal  call  of  duty. 

Mrs.  Palmer  is  an  ardent  Club  woman.  Vice- 
Chaplain  of  State  8/40 

Past  President  Am.  Legion  Auxiliary,  Beaverhead 
Chapter  and  Mining  District 

Past  Pres.  Marion  White  Arts  and  Crafts  Club,  Butte. 
State  Chairman  and  Member  State  Executive  Board, 

Montana  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs. 

Past  Regent  State  Daughters  of  American  Colonists 
Organizer  and  First  Past  Regent  Bannock  Chapter  D.A.C. 
Past  Regent  Silver  Bow  Chapter  D.A.R. 

Vice-Pres.  Altos  Club 
Member  Episcopal  Church. 


GEORGIA  MAE  METLEN  (#18415) 
b.  Dillon,  Montana 
m.  George  Martin  Judge 

Georgia  was  trained  as  a  teacher  and  taught 
in  Montana  schools  until  her  marriage.  She  has  one 
son,  Dale  Thomas  Judge,  born  May  2,  1946,  at  Billings, 
Mont. 
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#1843  GERTRUDS  F.  HETLEN 


b.  January  22,  1888,  CL  Ranch,  Armstead, 
Beaverhead  County,  Montana 

m,  November  11,  1909,  at  Zarephath,  K.  J . , 
to  Rev.  Albert  Lewis  Wolfram 

b.  September  30,  1877,  Sharon,  Wis. 
son  of  Henry  G,  Wolfram  and 
Anna  Sophia  Richter 

Gertrude  F.  Metlen,  third  child  of 
David  E.  Metlen  (and  first  child  of  his  second  wife, 
Venora  Bridwell  Metlen)  was  born  at  the  CL  Ranch, 

January  22,  1888,  a  year  famous  for  its  deep  snows.  She, 
her  sister,  and  two  brothers  spent  an  idyllic  childhood 
on  the  great  ranch  with  its  cattle  and  horses,  chickens, 
ducks,  and  turkeys.  Each  had  his  own  saddle  horse, 
which  was  kept  saddled  and  ready,  until  the  children 
were  old  enough  to  saddle  and  bridle  for  themselves. 

Mrs.  Metlen* s  brother,  and  a  nephew  who 
worked  on  the  ranch  for  some  time,  made  life  safer  and 
more  interesting  for  the  little  folk.  Her  father, 

William  Bridwell  of  Kentucky,  a  fine  old  gentleman,  came 
eventually  to  the  ranch  and  became  an  excellent  guardian 
for  the  children,  accompanying  them  on  rides,  fishing 
trips,  and  other  short  journeys.  Without  their  being 
aware  of  his  purpose,  he  taught  them  lessons  of  skill, 
of  caution,  and  of  integrity.  Each  year  when  school 
opened  the  family  moved  to  the  town  house  at  Dillon,  but 
siezed  every  opportunity  to  spend  a  holiday  or  non-school 
period  at  the  ranch. 

When  Gertrude  was  seventeen  years  of  age, 
her  mother  took  her  and  the  other  children  to  the  Pillar 
of  Fire  Bible  School  conducted  by  Mrs.  Metlen' s  sister, 
Alma  White,  in  Denver,  Colorado. 

The  Pillar  of  Fire  is  an  Independent 
Protestant  Organization  devoted  to  Religious,  Education¬ 
al,  and  Benevolent  activities.  Though  not  connected 
with  any  other  organization  it  follows, in  general,  the 
teachings  of  John  Wesley,  especially  in  regard  to  two 
works  of  grace,  conversion,  and  sanctification.  Each 
of  the  children  were  converted  during  their  stay  in 
Denver. 

. 

When  Mrs.  Metlen  returned  home,  she  took 
Genevieve  and  Dale  with  her,  but  Gertrude  and  Joe  re¬ 
mained. 

In  due  time  an  eastern  headquarters,  now 
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known  as  Zarephath,  was  established  in  New  Jersey  and 
both  Gertrude  and  Joe  traveled  back  and  forth  a  number 
of  times  in  the  service  of  the  Pillar  of  Fire.  In  the 
fall  of  1906,  Gertrude  was  asked  to  open  day  classes  for 
the  children,  Joe  and  a  lady  missionary  became  her  as¬ 
sistants.  Thus  she  became  the  first  teacher  in  Pillar  of 
Fire  schools  at  Zarephath. 

On  November  11,  1909,  Gertrude  Netlen  was 
married  at  Zarephath  to  Rev.  Albert  Lewis  Wolfram.  She 
and  her  husband  and  her  brother  Joe  became  members  of  a 
missionary  party  of  fifteen  that  sailed  on  November  13, 
1909,  for  London,  England,  where  a  branch  of  the  Pillar 
of  Fire  was  established.  Hr.  and  Mrs.  Wolfram  returned 
to  America  in  March  of  1910.  In  December  of  the  same 
year  they  returned  again  to  England  and  accompanied 
Bishop  Alma  White  to  Palestine,  a  trip  which  included 
France,  Egypt,  and  Syria,  as  well  as  Palestine. 

Their  son,  Orland  Albert  (first  of  three), 
was  born  July  1,  1912,  at  Zarephath.  In  September  of 
that  year  Zarephath  Academy,  later  re-named  Alma 
Preparatory  School,  was  opened,  with  Mrs.  Wolfram  and 
her  sister-in-law,  Clara  'Wolfram,  as  teachers. 

Mrs,  Wolfram  attended  the  School  of  Educa¬ 
tion  at  Rutgers  University;  studied  piano  and  musical 
theory  at  the  American  Institute  of  Applied  Music  under 
I^ate  Chittenden,  E.  Huntingdon  Woodman ,  and  others  of 
the  staff,  graduating  with  an  Advanced  Teacher's  Cer¬ 
tificate  and  major  in  Musical  Theory;  graduated  from 
Alma  White  College  with  an  A.B.  in  History  and  English 
and  later  an  M.A.  in  American  History.  In  1930  she  be¬ 
come  Fiegistrar  and  Dean  of  Alma  White  College,  until, 
1952.  She  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  August,  1921, 
became  a  radio  speaker  and  a  Bible  teacher,  and  a  writer 
for  all  Pillar  of  Fire  publications.  In  195^  she  pub¬ 
lished  the  book,  "The  Widow  of  Zarephath,"  depicting  the 
development  of  the  work  at  Zarephath  under  the  superin¬ 
tendency  of  Bishop  Alma  White,  the  founder.  In  1952  she 
became  afflicted  with  a  serious  spinal  ailment  which 
compelled  giving  up  active  service. 


.. 
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•?18431.  REV.  OELAND  ALBERT  WOLFRAM 

Born  at  Zarephath,  New  Jersey,  July  1,  1912. 

His  early  education  was  obtained  at  Pillar 
of  Fire  schools  at  Zarephath,  New  Jersey,  with  some 
time  included  at  Belleview,  Denver,  Colorado.  He  holds 
an  A.B.  from  Alma  White  College  and  an  li.  Sc.,  with 
major  in  Physics  from  Rutgers  University.  He  has  taught 
at  Belleview  College  and  at  Alma  White  College. 

A  musician:  organ,  piano,  composition,  and 
conducting.  A  pilot;  an  amateur  architect,  designing 
and  drawing  plans  for  schools  and  churches  and  helping 
in  their  construction.  He  has  filled  numerous  appoint¬ 
ments  in  the  Pillar  of  Fire  Church  and  travelled  as  a 
missionary  in  many  states  of  the  Union  and  in  England. 


i 
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#18432  REV.  DONALD  JUSTIN  WOLFRAM 

Born  at  Zarephath,  N.  J.,  November  13,  1919* 

His  early  education  was  obtained  in  Pillar 
of  Fire  grade  and  preparatory  schools  at  Zarephath,  N.J., 
and  Belleview  Schools  at  Denver,  Colorado.  He  holds  an 
A.B.  from  Alma  White  College,  an  M.  A.  from  Columbia 
University,  and  the  D.  Ed.  from  Denver  University.  He 
is  also  a  graduate  of  Zarephath  Bible  Seminary. 

During  the  later  years  of  Bishop  Alma 
White's  life  he  attended  her  on  her  many  journeys  in 
various  parts  of  the  United  States,  looking  after  tickets 
and  reservations  and  all  the  activities  and  personal  at¬ 
tentions  such  a  position  implies.  He  served  for  several 
years  as  Assistant  Pastor  at  Alma  Temple,  in  Denver,  and 
as  Pastor  at  Carmel,  the  Pillar  of  Fire  Church  on  South 
Logan  Street  in  South  Denver.  He  has  taught  both  at 
Belleview  College  and  Alma  White  College,  serving  since 
1953  as  Dean  of  the  latter.  Incidental  missionary  work 
has  taken  him  over  much  of  the  United  States. 

Donald  J,  Wolfram  was  married  to  Phyllis 
Esther ' Hoffman,  December  20,  1948,  in  Alma  Temple, 

Denver,  Colorado,  with  Bishop  Arthur  IC,  White  officiat¬ 
ing.  They  have  two  children,  (184321)  Suzanne  Gertrude 
Wolfram  and  (184322)  Phillip  Justin  Wolfram,  both  born 

in  Denver,  Colorado,  j  ig/,.323  )  Charlene  Louise  Wolfram,  Denve 
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#18433  GORDON  NULLS  WOLFRAM 

Bern  at  Zarephath,  N.  J . ,  April  29,  1922. 

Gordon  obtained  bis  early  education  in 
relic view  Schools  at  Denver,  Colorado,  and  at  Alma  Pre¬ 
paratory  at  Zarephath,  New' Jersey.  He  had  a  semester’s 
work  at  Alma  White  College,  following  which  he  went  to 
Montana  on  the  CL  Ranch  with  his  uncles  and  grandmother. 
After  a  year  of  out-door  life,  he  attended  the  University 
of  Nontana  at  Missoula  for  a  year.  When  called  to  the 
colors  during  the  war  he  served  in  the  Navy  for  the  dur¬ 
ation  as  a  Radio  Technician.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
Vo  returned  to  the  University  where  he  was  graduated 
with  a  degree  in  Business  Administration.  Since  then  he 
has  been ' associated  with  the  Security  Trust  &  Savings  Bank 
Billings,  Montana. 

Gordon  W.  Wolfram  married  Marion  Helen 
Allensoh  (nee  Thompson)  at  Henning,  Minnesota  on 
Dec.  28,  194§>.  They  have  two  children  (184331) 

Gordon  Wells  Wolfram,  Jr.,  b.  September  26,  1950,  at 
Billings,  Montana,  and  (184332)  Kristin  Boletta  Wolfram, 
bora  January  26,  1955,  at  Billings,  Montana. 


* 


#1844  BRUCE  JOE  HETLEN 


Bruce  Joe  was  born  at  Dillon,  Montana, 
September  1,  1889 .  He  attended  public  schools  at  Dillon, 

at  the  Preparatory  School  of  the  University  of  Denver, 
and  at  private  schools  in  Denver  and  in  New  Jersey.  In 
1909  he  made  a  trip  to  England,  returning  in  the  spring 
of  1910.  Returning  to  Montana,  he  assisted  in  the  man¬ 
agement  of  his  aging  father's  ranch.  He  had  two  or  more 
years  at  Missoula  University  and  one  or  more  semesters 
in  the  Law  School  at  Leland  Stanford  University. 

With  the  advent  of  war,  it  was  necessary  to 
push  the  cattle  business,  which  was  of  paramount  impor¬ 
tance  in  the  war  effort;  and  the  brothers  gave  them¬ 
selves  unstintedly  to  that  end* 

Bruce  Joe  was  five  times  elected  to  serve 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Montana 
(1929-1939)*  Well-read  and  widely  travelled,  he  was 
equipped  to  give  wise  and  careful  consideration  to  legis¬ 
lation  regarding  many  phases  of  social  and  political 
welfare.  He  was  considered  one  of  the  best  parliamentar¬ 
ians  in  the  state  and  had  been  mentioned  for  the  office 
of  Speaker  of  the  House.  His  interest  in  live  stock  led 
to  an  active  participation  in  the  Montana  Stock  Growers' 
Association  and  other  organizations  devoted  to  animal 
husbandry.  He  was  a  Mason  and  a  member  of  other  patriot¬ 
ic  orders..  His  early  death,  June  27,  1939,  was  mourned 
by  friends  and  associates  over  the  entire  state. 


#1845  GENEVIEVE  E.  METLEN 

Genevieve  was  born  at  Dillon, 'July  23,1892. 
She  received  her  early  education  in  Dillon,  except  for  a 
year  at  the  Preparatory  Department  of  the  University  of 
Denver  and  a  short  time  in  New  Jersey.  She  obtained  her 
Bachelor1 s  degree  from  the  University  of  Montana  at 
Missoula,  and  her  Master's  from  the  University  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  Further  graduate  study  was  done  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Chicago  and  the  University  of  California. 

She  was  an  efficient  and  popular  teacher^ 
and  at  the  time  of  her  death  was  an  instructor  at  the 
Beaverhead  County  High  School.  Always  devoted  to  her 
£ged  father  and  mother,  she  yet  found  it  possible  to 
shew  consideration  to  others  and  extend  her  aid  and 
encouragement  to  a  wide  circle. 

Taken  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  ill,  she 
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passed  away  July  9,  1936  in  a  hospital  at  Logan,  Utah, 
and  was  finally  laid  to  rest  beside  her  father  and 
brother  in  Mountain  View  Cemetery  at  Dillon. 


#1846  DALE  E.  METLEN 

Dale  is  the  last  member  of  his  immediate 
family  to  reside  in  Beaverhead  County*  He  was  born  at 
Dillon,  July  5,  189 5-  He  attended  local  schools  and  was 
for  a  time  at  Denver,  Colorado,  and  in  New  Jersey.  He 
also  attended  the  University  of  Montana  at  Missoula. 

Left  alone,  at  the  death  of  his  sister,  brother,  and 
mother,  to  manage  the  CL  Ranch  with  its  widespread  activ¬ 
ities,  he  found  the  task  too  great  and  sold  it.  He  has 
a  small  herd  of  thoroughbred  cattle,  and  holds  a  lease 
on  land  adjoining  the  CL  Ranch.  Dale  is  highly  re¬ 
spected  as  a  person  of  good  judgment,  quiet  and  unob¬ 
trusive  in  discussion.  His  interests  lead  him  especially 
to  participation  in  various  associations  connected  with 
the  stock  business.  In  1955  he  was  sponsor  and  founder 
of  the  Beaverhead  Laboratory  Foundation,  established,  to 
render  diagnostic  service  to  doctors,  make  analytic 
tests  of  milk  and  water  and.  other  medical  tests. 
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THE  NUMERICAL  INDEX  SYSTEM 


The  general  plan  of  arrangement  with  the 
system  of  index  numbers  employed  is  the  system  described 
by  Professor  Henry  S.  Jacoby  in  the  Magazine  of  American 
Genealogy,  April  1930,  with  certain  modifications.  'Thus, 
where  there  are  more  than  nine  children  in  a  family,  a 
Neman  x  is  employed  to  designate  the  tenth  child,  and  a, 
b,c,  for  the  eleventh,  twelfth,  and  thirteenth,  and  so 
on,  to  avoid  the  use  of  double  digits  and  the  consequent 
break  in  the  vertical  alignment  of  the  text. 

The  first  known  ancestor  is  1,  his  children 
11,  12,  etc*;  in  chronological  order*  The  children  of 
the  third  generation  are  211,  212,  or  311,  312,  etc* 

Each  succeeding  generation  will  carry  an  additional  fig¬ 
ure.  No  number  is  duplicated;  it  will  belong  exclusive¬ 
ly  to  its  designated  owner,  and  will  reveal  his  exact  re¬ 
lationship  to  all  preceeding  generations. 

The  relationship  of  any  two  persons  may  be 
found  by  comparing  their  numbers.  Those  having  three 
numbers  are  first  cousins;  four  figures  indicate  second 
cousins  and  five  figures  indicate  third  cousins.  The 
order  of  numbers  1.2.3*^*  etc.  indicates  the  order  of 
birth . 

Small  Roman  numerals  in  parentheses  indi¬ 
cate  the  number  of  children  born  to  the  couple  named 
Just  before. 


b.  means  born, 
d.  means  died,  or  dead. 

B.  means  buried  in  or  at. 
ca.  means  about, 
m.  means  married. 

d.  y.  or  d.  inf.  means  died  young  or 
died  in  infancy, 
d.unm.  means  died  unmarried, 
unm.  means  unmarried. 
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I  ALEXANDER  MAITLAND  OF  NEVJ  BRITAIN 


When  this  genealogy  was  compU-.ed,  the  re¬ 
lation  of  Alexander  Maitland  and  his  wife  Agnes  as 
the  first  ancestor  was  not  known.  To  avoid  renum¬ 
bering  the  entire  genealogy  the  numbers  have  been 
retained  showing  Samuel  Mettlen,  Sr.  as  the  first 
ancestor,  and  we  have  arbitrarily  designated 
Alexander  as  I. 
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METLEN  GET  TEA  LOGY 

Samuel  Mettlen,  Sr,  (Metlin,  Maitland) 

b.  February  1 6,  1763,  Bucks  Co,,  Newbritain  Township, Pa. 
d.  September  6,  1838,  Juniata  Co,  (or  Mifflin),  Pa, 
n.  October  30,  1788  at  Old  Third  Presbyterian  Church 
(probably  by' the  then  Pastor,  Rev,  George  Duffield), 
Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Martha  Thomson 

b.  In  Ireland,  October  8,  17 6l' 

d,  October  6,  1842,  Birmingham,  Huntingdon  Co., Pa, (lx; 

11.  Sarah  Mettlen' (Metlin) 

b.  October  20,  1789,  Philadelphia  Co.,  Northern 
Liberties  Township,  Pa. 

d. 

m.  William  Nesbit,  February  4,  1803 
111,  Washington  Nesbitt 

12.  Alexander  Mettlen' (Metlin) 

b,  April  20,  1791,  Bucks  Co.,  Newbritain  Town¬ 
ship,  Pa. 

d.  Sept,  10,  1813  in  Battle  of  Lake  Erie;  was 
on  Commodore  Perry’s  flagship.  Awarded  a  medal 
posthumously  to  his  father  at  Sandusky,  Ohio. 
Name  is  on  monument  at  Sandusky.  This  medal 
was  for  years  in  the  possession  of  Alexander 
Thompson  Mettlen  of  Decatur,  Ill. 

13.  Samuel  Mettlen,  Jr.  (Metlin) 

b,  March  25,  1793,  Newbritain  Township,  Bucks 
Co.,  Pa. 

d.  October  10,  1843 

m.  1st,  December  6,  1814,  Sarah  ( Sally) Thompson 
b.  August  22,  1793 
d.  September  9,  1834 

2nd,  December  1838,  Elizabeth  Brown  of 
Columbus,  Indiana  (Rev.  Chester  Woodward  of¬ 
ficiating)  . 

By  1. 

131.  Martha  m.  Husk  (or  Hicks  or  Lusk  - 

Martha  or  Mary) 

132.  Eliza  Jane  Mettlen 

b.  1817,  Pennsylvania 

d.  1832,  Bartholomew  Co.,  Indiana 

133*  Anna  Bon  Mettlen 
b.  April  6,  1821 
d.  June  9,  1893 

m.  Samuel  Wright  Patton,  September  30,1841, 
in  Indiana 
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134 .  Sarah  Lucinda  Mettlen  (mentioned  in 
Thompson  Met tier's  will) 
b.  June  4,  1826,  Brown  County,  Ohio 
d.  February  6,  1901,  Gerlaw,  Warren  Co,  Ill. 
m.  James  Pressly  Foster,  October  22,  1845, 
at  home  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  Samuel  Wright 
(Ann  Ban)  in  Indianapolis,  the  Rev. 
Alexander  Mayne  (Presbyterian)  officiat¬ 
ing. 

1341.  Emma  Ann  Foster 

b.  November  6,  1853,  Tipton  Co.,  Ind. 
d.  March  24,  1923,  Montezuma,  Kansas 
m.  Thomas  Selden  Bruington, 

Dec.  22,  1876,  at  Cambridge,  Ill., 
by  the  Rev.  S.  T.  Dickerson 
(Presbyterian ) . 

b.  April  12,  1853  at  Coldbrook, 
Warren  County,  Ill,  the  son  of 
James  and  Jemima  (Wallace) 
Bruington  of  Coldbrook,  Ill. 

This  gentleman  is  still  living 
(July,  1956)  and  maintains  his 
lifelong  interest  in  wheat  farm¬ 
ing.  From  summer  of  188?  to 
fall  of  1889  the  family  moved  to 
Larned,  Kansas;  then  to  Ford 
County,  Kansas,  and  later  to 
Montezuma,  Gray  County,  Kansas, 
where  Mrs  .  Bruington  and  the 
eldest  son,  Fred  Selden 
Bruington,  are  buried.  Mrs. 
Bruington  taught  school  before 
her  marriage.  She  was  a  Bible 
scholar. 

13411.  Fred  Selden  Bruington,  Sr. 

b.  June  14,  1878,  Coldbrook, 
Warren  Co.,  Ill. 
d.  December  7,  1918,  Meade, Kan. 
B.  Montezuma,  Gray  Co.,  Kansas 
m,  Florence  Reynolds, 

December  24,  1906,  by  the 
Rev.  Richard  Jones  (Epis.). 
b. 

Their  home  at  Meade,  Kan . 
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134111.  Fred  Selden  Bruington,  Jr. 

b.  October  1 6,  1907,  rear 
Dodge  City,  Kar. 

ra.  Esther  Eobirsor,  May  17,1931, 
Meade,  Karsas  (Iieth.  Church). 
Home,  Garden  City,  Karsas. 

1341111.  John  Richard  Bruington 
b.  March  7,  193  2 
m.  Charlotte  Metz,  1953, 
Ga rde n  City,  Kan. 

13411111.  Steve  Lynn 
Bruington 

1341112.  Charles  Thomas  Bruing¬ 
ton 

b.  February  16,  1934, 
Meade,  Kansas 
m.  Bonnie  VJacker, 
October  31,  1955 
13411121.  Bonnie  Kay 
Bruington 

1341113.  Milton  Eugene  Bruirgton 
b.  Dec.  16,  1936 
m.  Pat  Bayless, 

Nov.  30,  1954  at 
Sublett,  Kansas 
Home,  Garden  City, 
Kansas 


1341114.  Sara  Ann  Bruington 
b.  March  27,  1939; 

living  vjith  parents 


134112.  Reynolds  Bruington 

b,  June  11,  1909,  near  Dodge 
City,  Kansas 

m.  Aileen  Mars,  March  25,1939, 
at  Liberal,  Kansas 
Home  at  Meade,  Kansas. 

134113.  Helen  Margaret  Bruington 
b.  October  3°,  1911,  near 
Dodge  City,  Kansas 
m.  Clifton  0.  Dye,  June  4,1931, 
at  Johnson,  Kansas 

1341131.  Donald  Duane  Dye 

b.  March  25,  1932, 
Johnson,  Kansas 
m.  Adreene  Clark, 

Nov.  6,  1954, 

Los  Angeles 
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13411311.  Clifton  William  Dye 
b.  February  22,  195& 


1341132.  Lorraine  Dye 

b.  July  4,  1933,  Johnson,  Kansas 
m.  Richard  Campbell,  June  15,  1952 
Home,  Johnson,  Kansas 

13411321.  Iliky  Campbell 

b.  Dec.  3,  1953 
13411322.  Ronnie  Campbell 
b.  Dec.  8,  1955 

1341133.  Darlene  Florence  Dye 

b.  August  23,  1934,  Johnson,  Kansas 

134114.  Ethel  Marie  Bruington 

b,  January  7,  1915,  Meade  County,  Kansas 
m.  Edwin  Ernest  Kobs,  June  4,  1932,  Meade, Kan. 
Home  at  Meade,  Kansas 

1341141.  Wilma  Frances  Kobs 

b,  August  11,  1933,  Dodge  City,  Kan. 
m.  Robert  Lee  Pennington, 

Feb.  17,  1952,  Meade,  Kansas 

1341142.  William  Ernest  Kobs 

b.  June  27,  1936,  Meade,  Kansas 

1341143.  Charles  Kobs 

b.  July  27,  1939,  Meade,  Kansas 

134115.  Joseph  Lawrence  Bruington 
b.  June  29,  1916 
'm.  Opal  Rivert,  October  1,  1928 

Home  at  Montezuma,  Gray  Co,  Kansas 

1341151.  Lary  Bruington' 

b.  November  20,  1940, Montezuma,  Kan. 

1341152.  Judy  Marlene  Bruington 

b.  July  22,  1944,  Monte suma,  Kan. 

13412.  Minnie  Myrtle  Bruington 

b.  April  11,  1881,  Coldbrook  Twp.,  Warren  Co, 
Illinois 

m.  James  William  Dansey,  July  25,  1909,  at 
Dodge  City,  Kan,  home  of  her  parents,  by 
the  Rev.  A.  "17.  Cummings 

b.  March  30,  1879,  Hunterstown,  Adams  Co., 
Pa. 

In  service  of  the  Sante  Fe.  R.R.  Co. 
over  49  years.  Member,  Retired  Club  of 
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Santa  Fe;  a  Mason;  life  member,  Western 
Society  of  Engineers;  "The  Am.  Railroad 
Association.  11  Lived  in  Washington,  D.C., 
three  years  on  Federal  Valuation  work 
for  Santa  Fe  R.R.  Lived  Chicago  twenty- 
five  years;  permanent  home,  Topeka,  Kan. 
Mrs.  Dansey  Past  Regent,  Daughters  of  Am, 
Colonists,  Nat.  No,  3908;  Past  Registrar,  Dau. 
of  1812,  Nat.  No.  12140;  Dau.  of  Colonial  Wars; 
Dau.  of  Am.  Rev.,  Nat.  No.  268412.  Descendant 
of  Colonial  clergy,  Presbyterian. 

• 

13413.  James  Clarke  Bruington 

b.  November  23,  1391,  Lamed,  Kansas 
m.  Lola  Lee  Daniels,  May  31,  1944,  at  home  of 
bride's  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniels,  of 
Pensacola,  Fla.,  by  the  Rev.  John  D.  Thomas 
(Presbyterian),  Past  President,  Pen  Women; 
Past  Regent,  Pensacola  Chapter  D.A.R.  Holds 
college  degrees,  and  active  in  war  work, 

Wo  rid  War  I. 

Holds  A.B.  degree,  University  of  Kansas;  three 
years  of  Law  at  University,  Lawrence,  Kansas, 
World  War  I  service  for  three  years. 

Oil  business  in  Kansas  and  in  Florida. 

135*  Nathaniel  Thompson  Mettlen 


136.  Simpson  Greer  Mettlen 
b.  August  31,  1833 
d.  August  11,  1910 
m.  1st:  Christina  Innis 
2nd:  Mary  Bohannon 

B.  Beth sheba  Cemetery,  Tipton  Co.,  Indiana 

1361.  Philander  Mettlen,  Tipton,  Indiana 

1362.  James  W,  Mettlen,  Des  Moines,  Iowa 

13 63.  Martha  Mettlen 

m.  Hamilton 
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14.  John  Mettlen  (Metlin) 

b.  March  179 5,  Chester  Co*,  Pa,,  Brandewine  Township 
d,  Septembpr  27,  1870 
m.  March  4,  1823, 

Mary  McCrachreh 
b.  May  15,  1795 

d.  November  3,  1873  -  age  78  yrs,,  5  mos . ,  18  days 
B,  Lutheran  Cemetery,  Fishing  Creek,  out  of  Mifflin- 
town,  Pa,  His  mother's  Bible  gave  March  1795  for 
birthdate;  his  tombstone  gave  time  of  death,  and 
age  as  78  yrs.,  6  mos , ,  15  days.  This  would  make 
his  birthdate  March  12,  1792  and  would  make  him 
older  than  Samuel,  Jr,  The  mother's  Bible  is 
more  probably  correct. 

We  know  of  no  issue. 


15*  Thompson  Mettlen  (Metlin),  twin  to  Thomas 

b,  December' 19,  1798,  Chester  Co.,  Brandewine  Township, 
d,  March  12,  1864,  Macon  Co,,  Illinois  Pa. 

m.  Elizabeth  _ 


l6.  Thomas  Mettlen ’( twin ' to  Thompson) 

b.  December  19,  1796,  Chester  Co.,  Brandewine  Twp.,  Pa. 
d.  February  24,  1338,  Birmingham,  Huntingdon  Co.,  Pa. 
m,  October  2,  1827, 

Elizabeth  Hill,  daughter  of  Arthur  Hill  and  Martha 
McCormick 


161.  Samuel  Thompson  Mettlen 
b,  January  25,  1829 

d. 

m. 

B. 

162.  Martha  Jane  Mettlen 
b.  October  16,  1830 

d. 

m. 

B. 

163.  Sarah  Ann  Mettlen 
b.  October  4,  1832 

d. 

m. 

B. 

164.  Mary  Scott  Mettlen 
b.  May  29,  1834 

d.  ca  1885 

m. _ Robeson;  lived  in  Iowa 
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l64l*  Bertha  Robeson 
b.  ca  1857 

d. 

m. 

1642.  Ella  Robeson 
b.  ca  i860 

d, 

m. _ Alley;  lived  at  Huron, 

South  Dakota,  in  1923* 

16421.  Bessie  Alley 
16422.  Myrtle  Alley 
16423.  Hazel  Alley 
16424.  Floyd  Alley 
16425*  Ethel  Alley 
16426.  Enis  Alley 

1643.  Charles  Robeson 

b.  ca  1865;  lived  at  Blair,  Nebraska, 
in  1938. 

1644.  Annie  Robeson 

b. 

d.  1923 

m .  _ Graham 

l644l.  Beulah  Graham 
16442.  Agnes  Graham 


165. 


William  Porter  Mettlen 
b.  June  12,  1836 

d.  August  1914  at  Scott  Co.,  Iowa, 

m.  November  8,  I858, 

Maria  Glass 
b,  December  10,  1843 
d.  July  1920. 

B.  Both  in  Rose  Hill  Cemetery,  Toledo,  Iowa. 


1651.  Alice  Mary  Mettlen 
b.  August  24,  1859 
d.  December  1940 

B.  Rose  Hill  Cemetery,  Toledo,  Iowa 
m. _ Blake;  lived  in  Iowa 

16511.  Floyd  Blake 
16512.  Edith  Blake  d. 

16513.  Lois  Blake 
16514.  Jesse  Blake 
l6515«  Frank  Blake  d. 

16516.  Ed  Blake 

16517.  Florence  Blake  d. 
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1652,  Martha  Elizabeth  Kettlen 
b,  November  13,  1861 
d.  1926 

B.  Hose  Hill  Cemetery 
in*  _  Ami  don 

16521,  Grace  Amidon 
16522.  Walter  Amidon 
16523.  Russell  Amidon 
16524.  Gladys  Amidon 

1653*  Annie  Laurie  Mettlen 
b.  August  17,  1865 
d.  1916 

B.  Marshalltown,  Iowa 
m. _ _ _ Buihner 

16531.  Edna  Buihner 

16532 .  Edith  Buihner 

16533*  Ruth  Buihner;  lived  in  Iowa. 

16534. 

1654.  Margaret  Olive  Mettlen 
b.  January  28,  1868 
d.  November  1937 
B.  Sterling,  Colorado 
m.  _  Wallace;  no  issue. 

l655*  William  Porter  Mettlen,  Jr. 
b.  April  15,  1870 
d.  February  1930 
B.  Omaha,  Nebraska 
m. _ 

16551.  William  Glen  Mettlen 
b.  July  20,  1897 
m. _ 

165511.  William  Mettlen 
b,  ca  1928 

165512.  John  Mettlen 
b.  ca  1930 

165513*  Barbara  Mettlen 
165514.  Baby  Mettlen 


1656.  Thomas  Edward  Mettlen 

b.  April  11,  1376;  living  in 
Colorado,  1947* 


m. 


16561. 

16562. 

16563 . 

16564 . 

16565. 

16566. 

16567. 

16568. 


Gail  Mettlen 
b.  1899 

m. _ Apley;  living  at 

Fort  Collins,  Colo,  in  1947 


Lyle  Mettlen;  lived  Exeter, 
Calif.,  1947. 
b.  1901 

m.  ______  _ 


165621.  Donald  Mettlen 
b,  ca  1930 

Basse It ine  Mettlen 
b.  1903 

m.  _ Henning;  living  in 

Kansas  City,  Mo,  in  1947. 

165631.  Daughter 
165632.  Daughter 

Harold  (Ted)  Mettlen-  living  in 
Climax,  Colorado,  19^7. 
b.  1907. 

m.  _ _ 

165641.  Thomas  Mettlen 
165642.  Teddie  Mettlen 

Marjorie  Mettlen;  lived 
Davenport ,  Iowa 
b.  1909 

m. _ Hollen 

165651 . 

165652. 

165653. 

Gilbert  Mettlen 
b.  1912 

Lived  in  California,  1947. 
Joyce  Mettlen 

b,  1915;  lived  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  1947. 

m. 

Alice  Mettlen 

b.  1918;  lived  in  Indiana, 1947 . 
m.  _ Thomas 
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1657.  Nancy  Hasseltinc  Nottlen 
b.  June  1,  i860 

nu  Cecil  B.  Fortner;  living  Sterling, 
Colo.,  1947. 

16571.  i’xC".  rgarct  Gail  Fortner 

b.  1907 

16572.  Paul  Fortner 

b.  1912;  lived  North  Arling- 
t on ,  N •  J • ,  1947  ( tech « 
engineer  at  DuPont  works). 


166.  Ann  Elizabeth  Mettlen 
b.  June  20,  1838 

d. 

m.  Thomas  Schell 


1661. 

Walter  Schell 

l66ll.  William  Mettlen  Schell 

1662. 

Edgar  Schell 

b. 

d. 

1663. 

William  Schell 

1664. 

Myrtle  Schell 

1665. 

Annie  Schell 

1666 . 

Margaret  (Mollie)  Schell  d. 

17.  James  Nettlen 

b.  August  16,  1800,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

d.  August  25,  1877,  Newburg,  Macon  Co.,  Illinois 

m.  Mary  _ 


171.  Samuel  Iiettlen 

172.  Jackson  Mettlen 
173*  Thomas  Mettlen 
174.  Martha  T,  Iiettlen 
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18.  Robert  'Mettlen 

b.  March  29,  1802,  Brandewine  Township,  Chester  Co.,Pa. 
d.  October  18,  1849,  Macon  County,  Illinois 
m.  May  27,  1824, 

Elizabeth  Custer 

b,  July  8,  1806,  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania 
d.  August  20,  1854,  Macon  County,  Illinois  (vi) 

181.  Samuel  Jordan  Mettlen 

b.  November  20,  1825,  Mifflin  County,  Pa. 
m.  Sarah  Hutchin,  April  18,  1854 
Went  to  California  in  early  l850‘s 


182.  Alexander  Thompson  Mettlen 

b.  December' 5,  1830,  Juniata  Co.,  Pa. 
d.  August  2,  1906,  Decatur,  Illinois 
m.  1.  January  1,  1352,  Virlindia  J.  Hanks 
2.  Mrs.  Sarah  Anna  M.  Kilpatrick 
By  first  marriage: 

1821.  John  T.  Metlen 

b. 

d#  1886 
m.  Jane  W 


18211.  William  Mettlen 
18212.  Frank  Mettlen 
18213.  Wheeler  Mettlen 
18214.  John  Mettlen 
18215*  Amy  Mettlen 

m.  _ _ _ Williams 

1822.  Martha  Mettlen 
m.  Frank  Bear 

18221.  Etta  Bear 
18222.  Janie  Bear 

1823.  Sarah  T.  Mettlen 

m. _ Beale 

1824.  Emma  E.  Mettlen 

m.  _  Moore 

18241. 

18242. 

18243. 

1825.  Janie  Mettlen 

d.y. 
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133.  Joseph  Custer  Metier 

b.  April  29,  .183^,  Juriata  County,  Pennsylvania 
d.  December  1?,  1906,  Dillon,  Montana 
m.  Mrs.  Jennie  C.  McCall 
b.  July  28,  1838 
d.  February  26  *  1913 

1831*  Elizabeth  (Bertie)  Metier 
b.  June  6,  I871 
d.  August  30,  1917 
m.  John  Hov/ard 

I83II.  Joseph  Mercer  Howard 
d.  October  9,  1895, 

aged  10  months,  11  days. 
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184,  David  Evans  Metlen 

b,  June.  14,  1837,  Juniata  County,  Pennsylvania 
d.  August  31,  1919,  Armstead,  Montana 
B,  Mtn.View  Cemetery,  Dillon,  Montana' 

.  ioneer  to  Montana,  1863;  member,  House  of 
Representatives i  State  of  Montana,  3  terms  - 

1896-1902. 

m,  1,  Eliza  ICennison 

b.  ca  1850,  Missouri 
d.  December  7,  1884,  age  34,  CL  Ranch, 
Armstead,  Montana 
B,  CL  Ranch,  Armstead,  Montana 
2.  Venora  Ella  Bridwell,  February  18,  1887 
at  Dillon,  Montana 

b.  January  18,  1861,  Kinniconick,  Lewis  Co., 
Kentucky 

d.  May  9,  1842,  Armstead,  Beaverhead  Co., Mont. 
B.  Both  at  Mtn  View  Cemetery,  Dillon,  Montana 


By  1, 

1841.  George  Robert  Metlen  (v) 

b.  1871 

d.  September  19,  1941  at  Dillon,  Montana 
B.  Mtn.View  Cemetery,  Dillon,  Montana 
m.  Mae  Williamson,  September,  1895 
b.  March  9,  1874 

d.  December  19,  1942,  Butte,  Montana 

18411.  David  Warner  Metlen 

b. 

m.  Emily  Buckner 

184111.  Caroline  Metlen 

b. 

m.  William  J.  Kirkman 

18412.  Fred  Arthur  Metlen  (111) 

b.  1900,  Dillon,  Montana 

(1705  Summet,  Seattle  22,  Wash, 

1955)  ,  , 
m.  1.  Berniece  Munden  (111) 

d.  1952 

B.  Pocatello,  Idaho 

2.  Alice _ of  Seattle, 

Washington 
No  issue 
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By  1: 

184121.  Robert  William  Metier 

b.  August  6,  1922,  Townsend, 
Montana . 

Address  in  Aug,  1955,  Box 
147,  Winthrop,  Wash, 
m,  August  1 6,  194?,  at 
Pocatello,  Idaho 
Ruth  Ellen  Walden,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Lee  L.  Walden ,  of 
Chicago,  Illinois 


1841211. 

Kit  Andrew  Metlen 
b.  Dec.  7,  1949, 
Grange ville,  Ida, 

1841212. 

Kim  Allen’ Metlen 

* 

b.  May  30,  1951, 

< 

Grange ville, Ida. 

1841213. 

Scott  Kirk  Metlen 
b.  March  19,  1953, 
John  Day,  Ore. 

184122.  Katherine/ Janice  Metlen 

b.  July  1.  1924,  Spokane ,  W'n, 
m.  1.  1944, James  Heslin  of 
Ma.ine 

2.  February, 195°, Florida, 
James  E.  Hovey 
1841221.  John  Michael  Heslin 

184123.  Barbara  Jeanne 
Metlen 

b,  Dec.  24,  1925, at 
Spokane, ' Wash, 
m.  Sept,  10,  1950, 
at  Elko,  Nevada, 
Virgil  Richard 
Phillips,  of  Eden, 
Id.aho 

Address  in  1955, 

Box  1304,  Lincoln, 
California 

18413.  Elizabeth  Metlen 

b. 

m,  Ike  Rife 


-70- 


■ 

. 


18414,  Berniece  Hetlen 

b* 

m.  George  p.  palmer 

18415*  Georgia  Mae  Metier 

b, 

mf  George  Martin  Judge 


184151*  Dale  Thomas  Judge 
bt  May  2,  1946, 

at  Billings,  Montana 

1842*  David  Thompson  Hetlen  (Dade) 
b.  ca  1876 
d,  1892 

B,  CL  Ranch,  Armstead,  Montana 

By  2 : 

1843 1  Gertrude  F.  Hetlen  (Rev.  )  (111) 

b,  January  22, .'.1888,  at  CL  Ranch,  Armstead, Mont  * 
m,  November  11,  1909,  At  Zarephath,  IT,  J, 

(Rev.  Charles  Wf  Bridwell ' off iciating) , 

Rev,  Albert  Lewis  Wolfram,  Sharon,  Wis . ,  __ 
son  of  Henry  G.  Wolfram  and  Anna  Christine 
Richter 

b.  September  30,  1877,  Sharon,  Wisconsin 

18431*  Orland  Albert  Wolfram  (Rev,) 

b,  July  1, .1912,  at  Zarephath,  N*  J* 

18432,  Donald  Justin  Wolfram  (Rev. ) 

b,  November  13,  1919,  at  Zarephath,  N*  J, 
m.  December  20,  1948,  in  Alma  Temple, 
Denver,  Colorado  (Bishop  Arthur  K. 
White  officiating), 

Phyllis  Esther  Hoffman,  daughter  of 
Rev.  and  Mrs,  Peter  C,  Hoffman 
b*  September  11,  1921 

Suzanne  Gertrude  Wolfram 
b.  May  13,  1950,  Denver,  Colo.  . 

Phillip  Justin  Wolfram 
b.  Aug.  22,  1952,  Denver,  Colo. 

Charlene  Louise  Wolfram 
b.  Sept.  34,  1956  —  Denver 


184321. 

184322 

184323 
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18433*  Gordon  Wells  Wolfram 

b.  April  29,  1922,  Zarephath,  N.  J. 
m.  Dec. 28, 1949,  at  Henning,  Minnesota,  na 
Marion  neien.  aixenson  inee  Thompson) 
b«  December  11,  1928 

184331*  Gordon  Wells  Wolfram,  Jr. 

b.  September  26,  1950,  Billings, 
Montana 

184332,  Kristin  Boletta  Wolfram 

„b.  January  26,  1954,  Billings, 
Montana 


1844.  Bruce  Joseph  Metlen 

b.  September  1,  1889  at  Dillon,  Montana 
d.  June  27,  1939  at  Rochester,  Minnesota 
B,  Mtn.View  Cemetery,  Dillon,  Montana 

Member, ' House  of  Representatives,  State  of 
Montana,  1929-1939* 

1845.  Genevieve  E.  Metlen 

b,  July  23,  1892,  Dillon,  Montana 
d.  July  9,  1936,  Logan,  Utah' 

B.  Htn.View  Cemetery,  Dillon,  Montana 

1846.  Dale  E.  Metlen 

b,  July  5,  1895,  Dillon,  Montana 

184?,  Son 

b.  May  22,  1902 
d,  January  1903 

185*  Oliver  Ferry  Metlen 

b.  August  '  1840,  Juniata  Co.,  Pa. 
d.  July  17,  1841,  Macon  County,  Ill. 

186.  Martha  Elizabeth  Metlen 

b,  October  20,  1842,  Macon  Co.,  Illinois 
d.  August  22,  1854 


19.  Joseph  Metlen 

b.  September  26,  1803,  Chester  Co.,  Pa;  lived  at  Birm¬ 
ingham,  Huntingdon  Co.,  Pa.  His  mother  lived  with 
him  after  his  father’s  death,  until  her  death, 
d.  ca  1850 

m.  Catherine  _ _ 

Correction:  The  cemetery  at  Dillon,  Montana  is  named 

Mountain  View,  not  Fairview 
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HENRY  WOLFRAM  and  HANNAH  CANIS,  his  wife 
came  to  this  country  from  Brice,  Germany,  landing  at 
Philadelphia.  From  there  they  moved  to  Williamsport 
Pa.,  and  a  little  later  to  Sharon,  Wisconsin  where 
they  remained  as  farmers  and  substantial  citizens 
through  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  and  reared  a 
family  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters. 

Anna  Christine  Rector  (Richter)  was  the 
daughter  of  Louis  Rector,  born  in  Germany,  1826  and 
died  at  Sharon,  Wisconsin  1909*  He  came  to  America 
about  1857,  and  was  married  to  Margaret  Kunsinger, 
born  in  Germany  in  1833  and  came  to  America  at  age  of 
1?  years.  They  had  six  children  of  whom  Anna  Christine 
was  the  eldest.  They  came  first  to  Philadelphia,  then 
to’  Capron,  Illinois,  and  finally  settled  near  the 
Wolfram’s  at  Sharon,  Wisconsin. 


WOLFRAM  GENEALOGY 


1.  Henry  Wolfram 

b.  About  1815  at  Brice,  Germany 

d, 

B.  North  Sharon,  Wiscon  -  Evangelical  Church  Cemetery 
m.  Hannah  Canis  -  December  19,  1852  at  Fhiladel£haa,:i& 
(They  were  engaged  in  Germany  before  coming  to 
America. ) 

b.  About  1832,  Brice,  Germany 

d. 

B.  North  Sharon,  Wisconsin  -  Evang. Church  Cemetery 

11,  Henry  George  Wolfram 

b,  December  19,  1853  at  Philadelphia,  Pa, 
d,  December  16,  1913  at  Sharon,  Wisconsin 
B,  Sharon  Cemetery 
m.  Anna  Christine  Rector  (Richter) 

December  12,  1876,  at  Sharon,  Wisconsin 
b,  June  11,  1855 
d.  June  12,  1953 
B.  Sharon  Cemetery 

111.  Rev.  Albert  Lewis  Wolfram 

b,  September  30,  1877  at  Sharon,  Wis, 
m.  Rev.  Gertrude  lietlen,  Nov.  11,  1909 
at  Zarephath,  N.J. 
b.  January  22,  1883  at  CL  Ranch, 
Beaverhead  County,  Montana 

1111.  Rev.  Orland  Albert  Wolfram 

b.  July  1,  1912  at  Zarephath,  N.  J. 


1112.  Rev.  Donald  Justin  Wolfram 

b.  November  13,  1919,  at  Zarephath, 
New  Jersey 

m.  Phyllis  Esther  Hoffman, 

Dec,  20,  19^8,  Denver,  Colorado 
b.  September  11,  1921  at 
Reading,  Pa. 

11121.  Suzanne  Gertrude  Wolfram 

b.  May  13,  1950 , Denver , Colo . 

11122.  Phillip  Justin  Wolfram 

b.  August  22 , 1952 , Denver , Colo. 

Charlene  Louise  Wolfram 
b.  Sept.  24,  1956  -  Denver 
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1113.  Gordon  Wells  Wolfram 

b.  April  29,  1922,  Zarephath,  N.  J. 
m.  Marion  Helen. Allenson  (nee 

Thompson)  -  December  28,  1949,  at 
Henning,  Minnesota* 
b.  December  11,  1928 

11131.  Gordon  Wells  Wolfram,  Jr* 
b.  September  26,  1950 


11132.  Kristin  Boletta  Wolfram 
b,  January  26,  1954 

112.  Margaret  Hannah  Wolfram 

b.  October  15,  1882  at  Sharon,  Wisconsin 
m.  Charles  Stoakes  of  Iowa,  on  Dec.  21,1911 
at  Sharon,  Wisconsin 
b.  August  22,  1876 

1121.  Anna  Jane  Stoakes  '  ; 

b,  December  24,  1912,  Battle  Creek, la, 
m*  Glenn  E,  Coppens,Dec.  24,  1939 
at  Lime  Springs ,  Iowa 


11211 .Stuart  Kern  Coppens 
b.  August  12,  1948 


1122.  James  Stewart  -Stoakes  .*  • 

b.  March  8,  1915,  Battle  Creek,  Iowa 
m.  Clara  M*  Hunter,  May  20,  1939 
at  Ashland,  Wisconsin 
11221.  Margaret  Rose  Stoakes 
b.  March  l6,  1942 
11222.  Mary  Jane  Stoakes 

b.  December  29,  1944 

1123.  Charles  Franklin  Stoakes 

b.  July  15,  1918  :  ; 

m.  Elizabeth  Green, 'May  7,  1945 
at  Wichita  Falls,  Texas 
11231.  Susan  Marie  Stoakes , Nov. 12, *46 
11232.  Bradley  Charles  Stoakes ,  9/5,  l48 
11233.  Mark  Allen  Stoakes, Mar.  2,1952 

113.  Rev.  Clara  Sophia  Wolfram 

b.  March  29,  1387  at  Sharon,  Wisconsin 

114.  Nettie  Mae  Wolfram 

b.  December  15,  1388  at  Sharon  Wisconsin 
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115*  Franklin  Henry  Wolfram 

b *  June  10,  1895  at  Sharon,  Wisconsin 
m.  Betty  Kanalf,  Hay,  1920 

1151.  Child  -died. 

1152.  Franklin  Jerome  Wolfram 

b.  July  5,  1924  at  Sharon,  Wisconsin 
m.  Yvonne  Christ  on  Sept.  5,  1953, 
at  Weisbaden,  Germany 

116.  Helen  Elizabeth  Wolfram 

b.  March  18,  1898  at  Sharon,  Wisconsin 

117.  Infant  -  died 

12.  William  Wolfram 

b.  1855  in  Pennsylvania 
d,  1916  at  Sharon, ‘ Wisconsin 

m.  Caroline  Hector,  ca.  1881  -  Worth  Sharon, Wis. 
b.  i860  at  Sharon,  Wis. 
d.  1896  at  Sharon,  Wis. 

121.  Rosetta  Wolfram 
b.  1882 

m«  Louis  Miller,  ca.  190? 

1211.  William  Henry  Miller. 

1212.  Howard  -  d.y. 

1213.  Roland  Miller 

1214.  Iva  Miller 

122.  Bessie  Wolfram 
b.  1889 

m.  Wert  Hyndman 

1221.  James  Hyndman 

1222.  Dorothy  Hyndman 

13.  Hannah  Wolfram 

b.  ca.  1857  in  Pennsylvania 

d. 

m.  Peter  Wiedrich 

b.  in  Caoron,  Illinois 
d.  1927 

B.  Sharon,  Wisconsin 
131.  Elmer  Weidrich 
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14.  Elizabeth  (Lizzie)  Wolfram 
b.  ca.  1859  in  Pennsylvania 
d.  1921,  Sharon,  Wisconsin 
m.  George  Wiedrich  of  Illinois 

b. 

d.  1925  at  Sharon,  Wisconsin 

141,  Nettie  Weidrich 

142.  Alice  Weidrich 

m.  Roth 

l4s,  Maud  Weidrich 


15.  John  Wolfram 

b.  1862  in  Pennsylvania 

m.  Lettie  Harned  at  Capron,  Illinois 

151.  Alma  Wolfram 

152.  Grace  Wolfram 

153.  Nellie  Wolfram 

16.  Infant  son 

17.  Mary  Wolfram 

b.  1872  in  Pennsylvania 
d.  1874,  aged  2  years 

18.  Prank  Wolfram 

b.  1875  at  Capron,  Illinois 
d#  1932,  at  Pasadena,  California. 

Ll  «  la 

2. 

3. 
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HOFFMAN-ROSS  LINEAGE 


.  .1st  Generation: 

J  ohn  II*  Ro  s  s  s 

d.  Neave,  Ky.,  Nay  24,  1885 
m.  Nancy  Bowman 

d.  at  age  of  35  years,  Neave,  Ky. 

2nd  Generation: 

George  W.  Ross 

b.  March  10,  1853  at  Neave,  Kentucky 
d,  October  8,  1912,  Lexington,  Kentucky 
m.  June  4,  1885  at  Forest  Kill,  Kentucky  to 
Linda  Anne  Lucas, 
b.  Nov.  21,  1861 

d.  Aug.  24,  1894,  Neave,  Kentucky 

2nd  Gen.  Collateral: 

James  Lucas 
b.  1833 

d*  1907,  Falmouth,  Kentucky 
m.  Martha  Ellen  Wilson 

b,  1842  at  Forest  Hill,  Kentucky 
d.  1933,  Falmouth,  Kentucky 
m.  at  Forest  Kill,  Kentucky 

3rd  Gen. 

Anna  Lillian  Ross 

b.  June  15,  1888  at  Neave,  Kentucky 
m.  April  25,  1911  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio  to 
Rev.  Peter  Charles  Hoffman 
b.  March  20,  1889  at  Jedo,  Pa, 

4th  Gen. 

Phyllis  Esther  Hoffman 
b.  September  11,  1921,  Reading,  Pa. 
m.  December  2,  1948  at  Denver,  Colorado  to 
Rev.  Donald  J. ' Wolfram 

b.  November  13,  1919,  at  Zarephath,  N.  J. 

5th  Gen. 

Suzanne  Gertrude  Wolfram 

b.  May  13,  1950,  Denver,  Colorado 

Phillip  Justin  Wolfram 

b.  August  22,  1952-  Denver,  Colorado 

Charlene  Louise  Wolfram 
b.  Sept.  24,  1956  -  Denver 
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HOFF  HAN  LINEAGE 

5th  Generation: 

Lewis  Hoffman 
b.  Essen  Germany 
m.  Lucy  _ 

4th  G  ere  ration: 

Henry  Hoffman 

b.  1851  in  Germany 

d,  Feb,  28,  1938,  Pennsylvania 

m.  Nary  Heller 

b,  March  2,  185 6 
d.  Feb.  28,  1938 

4th  Generation  -  maternal: 

George  Heller 
Lucinda  Rudy 

3rd  Generation: 

Peter  Charles  Hoffman  (Rev.) 
b.  March  20,  1889,  at  Jedo,  Pennsylvania 
m.  Anna  Lillian  Ross,  April  25,  1911,  at 
Cincinnati.,  Ohio  . 

b,  June  15,  1888  at  Neave,  Kentucky 


2nd  Generation: 

Phyllis  Esther  Hoffman 
b.  Sept,  11,  1921,  at  Reading,  Pa, 
m,  Donald  Justin  Wolfram  (Rev.)  Dec,  20, 1 48 
at  Denver, ' Colorado 

b.  Nov,  13,  1919,  at  Zarephath,  N,  J . 


1st  Generation: 

Suzanne  Gertrude  Wolfram 

b.  May  13,  1950,  Denver,  Colorado 

Phillip  Justin  Wolfram 

b.  Aug.  22,  1952,  Denver,  Colorado 
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SOURCES  OF  METLEN  -  CUSTER  FAMILY  RECORDS 

Records  at  Bucks  County  Courthouse,  Doylestown,  Pa. 

11  "  Mifflin  County  Courthouse,  Mifflintown,  Pa. 

i!  "  Montgomery  County  Courthouse,  Norristown,  Pa. 

a  "  Chester  County  Courthouse,  West  Chester,  Pa. 

"  "  Macon  County  Courthouse,  Decatur,  Ill. 

11  "  Beaverhead  County  Courthouse,  Dillon,  Mont.' 

"  "  Philadelphia  County  Courthouse  Philadelphia, Pa. 

Montana  State  Historical  Society,  Helena,  Montana 
Bucks  County  Historical  Society,  Doylestown,  Pa. 
Pennsylvania  State  Historical  Society,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Montgomery  County  "  11  Norristown,  Pa. 

Chester  "  “  “  West  Chester,  Pa. 

Ohio  State  n  "  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Pennsylvania  Archives. 

New  York  City  Public  Library  -  Genealogy  Division 
Berry  Library,  Chicago,  Illinois 
D.A.R.  Library,  Washington,  D.  C. 

National  Archives 

U.S.  Census  -  1790,1300,1810, 1840,1850, i860, 1380 
U.S.  Military  Records. 

Institute  of  American  Genealogy,  Chicago,  Illinois 

(1)  Past  and  Present  of  the  city  of  Decatur,  and  Macon 
County,  Illinois. 

Pub.  by  Clarke  Publishing  Co.  Data  supplied  by  The 
Free  Public  Library  of  Decatur,  Illinois 

(2)  Mon tana -American  Guide  Series  -  1939  -  Viking  Press 

Family  Bibles: 

Martha  Thomson  Mettlen  -  owned  in  1901  by 
Alex  T.  Mettlen 

Elizabeth  Custer  Mettlen  11  u  11  n 
Alex  T.  Mettlen 

Hill  -  McCormick  -  owned  in  19^7  by  Mrs.  Cecil  B. 
Fortner  (nee  Hasseltine  Mettlen)  Sterling,  Colorado 

Family  Records : 

The  Custer  Family  1684-1934  by  Agnes  Williamson 
Storer 
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